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Purpose of this Course: To understand the fundamental beliefs of each of 
the major World Religions, in order to better reach individuals in each of 
these religions with the gospel of Christ.   

 
Course Goals: 

Cognitive 
1. The student will know the basic tenants of the World Religions that 

we will be covering. 
2. The student will understand the basic world view of individuals 

coming from each of these faith systems. 
3. The student will understand what makes Christianity unique from all 

other world religions. 
4. The student will learn tips on things to say/not to say, and tendencies 

to be aware of when sharing the gospel with a person from each of 
these respective religions. 

5. The student will know how to clearly communicate the gospel in the 
least offensive way to a person of another faith.  

 
Emotive 

1. The student will feel more confident in his understanding of these 
World Religions. 

2. The student will have a greater appreciation for our faith. 
3. The student will feel more confident in his ability to share the 

message of Christ with people from other belief systems. 
 
Effective 

1. The student will continue to study the World Religions. 
2. The student will look for opportunities to share his faith with people 

of other religions. 
3. The student will actively and clearly communicate the gospel in the 

least offensive way to a person of another faith.  
 
 
Steps/Assignments: 

1. Each student will read the journal articles.  20% 
2. Each student will take a test on the major beliefs of each world 

religion.  40% 
3. Each student will write a 1-2 page paper sharing how they would go 

about witnessing to a 1) Jewish person, 2)Hindu, 3)Islamist, 
4)Animist.  40% 
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I. What is the difference between a World Religion and a Cult? 
 

A. World Religion-  A set of __________ that answers the ____________ questions.   
� How did the world come into existence?1  How was humanity formed?  What 

is the purpose in life?  What happens after death? 
 
 

� Based upon this definition, a religion does not necessarily include a belief in 
God, worship, priests, etc.  Examples of such are: Secularism and Marxism. 

 
 

B. Cult-  A group of people who insist on being classified as _____________ but 

contain major departures from ___________ _____________.2 They deny 

foundational Christian doctrines such as the ________ of Christ and the 

___________. 

 
 

II. What are the World Religions? 
A. Dead World Religions 

1. Worship of Baal 
2. Worship of Molech  
3. Worship of Greek gods and goddesses 

B. Living World Religions 
1. Animism 
2. Buddhism 
3. Catholicism 
4. Christianity 
5. Hinduism 
6. Judaism  
7. Marxism- The belief that reality is determined by economics, and that all 

societies are evolving and will result in a purely communist society.3 
8. New Age Movement- The belief that nature is divine and that one can 

receive spiritual power by the manipulation of these “natural forces.”4 
9. Secularism- The denial of the supernatural and moral absolutes, and stress 

upon the “scientific method.”  Agnostics, Atheists, and “functional 
atheists” all fit in this category. 

10. Shintoism- Primarily a Japanese religion, worshipping the gods (kami) 
which can indwell material objects and they can be either good or bad.   

11. Taoism- Primarily a Chinese religion that speaks of an impersonal force 
behind all things known as the Tao.  The goal of Taoism is to line oneself 
up with Tao which always results in harmony. 

                                                 
1
 Dean C. Halverson, The Illustrated Guide to World Religions,10. 

2
 Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults, 11. 

3 Halverson,158,159. 
4
 Ibid, 172. 
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Conclusion:  All societies and cultures have ___________________, whether it is Taoism, 

Christianity, or Secularism.  All people have a set of beliefs and _____________________ 

as to how humanity came into existence, how the world was created, what the purpose 

in life is, what happens when you die, therefore everyone has a ____________________. 

 
 

III.   Classifications within the different World Religions5 
A. Atheism- God does not exist. 
B. Agnosticism- God may exist, but we can’t know that for sure, nor does he 

reveal anything about Himself. 
C. Idealism- Objects of perception are ideas of the mind. 
D. Idolatry- The worship of idols that are symbolic objects of gods or spirits. 
E. Polytheism- The worship of many gods. 
F. Pantheism- The belief that God is not a personality but that all manifestations of 

the universe are God (trees, grass,etc). 
G. Dualism- the belief that there are two mutually antagonistic principles in the 

universe (good and evil). 
H. Deism- The belief in God based upon rational grounds.  The belief that God 

created the World and all its natural laws but does not take any further part in 
its functioning. 

I. Monotheism- The belief in one god. 
J. Trinitarian Monotheism- The belief in one God who is creator and sovereign 

over the universe.  He is one, yet has three personalities (God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit). 

 

 
IV. Do all roads lead to Heaven? 
 

A.  “Truth by definition excludes.”6 
 

“Anyone who claims that all religions are the same betrays not only an 
ignorance of all religions but also a caricatured view of even the best-known 
ones.  Every religion at its core is exclusive.”7 

 
B. “All-inclusive philosophies can only come at the cost of truth.”8  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5
 The definitions for these classifications are adapted from Dr. Don Alban’s 2005 class notes for a World 

Religions course he teaches at Liberty University. 
6
 Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message, 6. 

7 Ibid, 7. 
8
 Ibid,. 
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V.   What makes Christianity different than the other World Religions? 
 

A. The _____________ of Christ 
 

John 14:6  “I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the father but 
by me.”   

 
1. His Message was Exclusive 
 

a. His message being true __________________ that none other can be. 
 

b. His message contradicts the Hindu view that there are many _________ 
and many ____________ to Heaven. 
 

c. His message contradicts the Buddhist who teaches that nirvana, self-
actuation is the highest end. 
 

d. His message contradicts the Muslim who says Jesus is not ________, 
nor the ___________ to God. 
 

e. His message contradicts the Animist who does not believe in Jesus, nor 
a singular God. 

 
 

2. His Message was authoritative. 
 

a. He Spoke as no one else:  “I am the way the truth and the life.”  “I and 
my father are one.”  (John 10:30) 

 
b. The people recognized the authority by which he spoke. 
 

Matthew 7:28,29 “And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the 
people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 

 
Hebrews 1:1-2  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 
he made the worlds; 

 
 

B. The ______________ of Christ 
 
“The entire life of anyone making prophetic or divine claims must be 
observed in concert with the teaching offered…This is precisely what makes 
Jesus so unique.”9   

 

                                                 
9
 Ibid, 55. 
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“Jesus did not just expound His Message.  He was ____________ with His 
message.”10 
 
“In Him dwealt the fullness of the godhead bodily.”  Col. 2:9 
 
 

C. The ________________ of Christ 
 

When Jesus overturned the money changers tables in the temple, these antagonists 
questioned his authority asking for a sign to prove his Messianic claims.  They said,   

 
John 2:18  “What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?” 

 
 

� The ____________ Jesus gave separates Christianity from all other 
religions—THE RESURRECTION.   

 
 

� “Jesus gave the greatest proof of his authority by accurately predicting His and 
the time of His bodily resurrection.”11  

 
 

Matthew 27:63-66  “Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the 
chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,  Saying, Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.   
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his 
disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen 
from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye 
have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.   So they went, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” 

 
 

      D.  The ______________of Christ 
 

1. Salvation is completely  __________________ of our works. 
  

 “The more that salvation is dependant upon our own effort, the less 
assurance we will have that we have attained it.”12  

 
2. Salvation is provided for by Christ’s finished work. 
 
3. The only condition for salvation is ______________. 

 
Salvation is completely by faith apart from any merit, apart from any 
works, completely by the grace of God (Ephesians 2:8,9).   

 

                                                 
10
 Ibid, 89 

11 Ibid, 67. 
12
 Halverson, 24. 
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VI. A Timeline of the World Religions 
 

 
          
Animism    Judaism                Taoism                                   Christianity                        New Age      Marxism 
                   1400BC                 600BC                                        AD 30                             AD 184813         AD 188914           

                                                 
13
 The dates for the New Age, Marxism, and Secularism are all open to debate since these all took time to 

develop and evolve. 
14 Marxism was not popularized until after Karl Marx’s death, in fact what we call Marxism should 

probably be called Marxism-Leninism since Lenin significantly altered some of Marx’s original thoughts. 

                         1500 BC               660BC                563BC                                        AD 622                         AD 1859                                                                                                                         

                       Hinduism            Shintoism          Buddhism                                        Islam                       Secularism 
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I. Definition:  The belief that the _____________ world has _____________ forces 

behind objects and events. 
 
 
 

II. The Spiritual World 
 
A. Animists believe in ________ _________  
 
 

1. This Supreme Being cannot be _______________ known. 
 
 

2. He was angered by man and distanced Himself from man as a result. 
 
 

3. He uses __________ gods and spirits to interact with man. 
 
 

B. Animists believe in many ________ and __________ 
 
 

1. These are lesser gods and spirits than the ___________ _________. 
 
 

2. These gods and spirits are __________ to a specific _________________ region. 
 
 

3. These gods and spirits dwell within ___________ and ____________. 
 
 

4. Some of these gods and spirits posses powers over __________ (forests, storms, 

seas), while others posses power over ___________ endeavors (marriage, burial, 

war). 

 
 

C. Animists believe in ___________ spirits. 
 
 

1. These spirits are as a result of a person’s _________. 
 
 
a. An early death or unfulfilled life may result in these spirits becoming _________. 
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b. These ghosts search for _________ to inhabit and cause them harm. 
 
 

2. Families give _____________ to these spirits in order to please them. 
 
 
a. ________________ to honor them may result in extreme consequences. 
 
 
b. _________-_________ Relationship 
 
 

3. These spirits either __________or ___________ the family. 
 
 

D. Animists believe in an _____________ spiritual energy. 
 
 

1. They believe that certain objects, words, and rituals contain _________ _________. 
 
 

2. The energy from these objects, words, and rituals gives the person power to do 

_________ or ________.   

 
 
 

III. The Shaman  
 
A. His ________________ 
 
 

1. _____________ visions and dreams 
 
 

2. ______________—determine the future through supernatural means 
 
 

3. Track down ____________. 
 
 

4. Prescribes cures for sickness  
 
 

5. Conduct rituals and ceremonies to ____________ the gods and spirits 
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B. His ___________ 
 

1. Masks 
 

2. Raddels 
 

3. Rituals 
 

4. Ceremonies 
 

5. Charms 
 

6. Drugs 
 
 

C. His ___________ 
 
 

1. Because his abilities and the responsibilities he performs, he holds a huge power 
over the people.  

 
 

2. It is believed that he received his abilities from a _________ _____________ with a 
spirit or god 

 
 

 

IV. Witches  
 
A. Their _______________ 
 
 

1. Often times not known by the ____________. 
 
 

2. Usually anti-_________ 
 
 

B. Their _______________ 
 

1. Use of poisonous __________ 
 

2. Use of ___________ _________ 
 

3. Use of __________ 
 

4. Use of _________ 
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V. The Role of Fear in Animism 
 
“Fear is the overriding disposition among those in animistic religions”15 

 
 

A. An animist is always fearful of ____________ a spirit. 
 
 
B. An animist is always fearful of being ___________ by a witchdoctor 
 
 
C. An animist is always fearful of doing ___________. 
 
 
D. An animist is always fearful that an __________ was because they offended the spirits. 
 
 

 

VI. The Influence of Animism in other World Religions 
 
 
A. ________ _________ Movement 
 
 
B. ___________ Religions 
 
 
 

VII. Reaching the Animist with the gospel of Christ16 
 
 
A. Understand their World-__________ 
 
 
B. Be aware of their tendency towards _______________-emphasize one God 
 
 
C. _____________ Ground 
 

1. Animists believe in the ________________ 
 

2. Animists believe in ________ Supreme Being 

                                                 
15 Patrick Zuckeran, The World of Animism, 4. 
16
 Several of these points are adapted from Haverson’s Illustrated Guide to World Religions, 37-47. 
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3. Animists believe in __________________ for sin/mistakes 

 
 

4. Animists believe in a way to _____________ these consequences 
 

D. Emphasize the _______________ 
 

1. Our God is not ___________ but wants a ______________ relationship with His 
creation.  Rom. 8:15 

 
2. God has ____________ Himself through the ______________ which is a supernatural 

book.  2 Tim 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 

3. We do not need to live in fear because God has _____________ for our sin, once and 
for all.  1 John 2:2;4:10 

 
4. Jesus Christ is fully God and fully-man, __________, and the ___________ sacrifice 

for our sins. Phil. 2 
 

5. The _________ condition for eternal salvation is _________ in Christ’s finished work.  
Eph. 2:8,9 

 
6. We can live in ___________ knowing that God has a plan for our lives.  Luke 12:7 
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I. Statistics Regarding Hinduism 
 
• Hindus make up about ______% of the World’s population.17 

 

• The vast majority of believers in Hinduism live in _________.18   
 

• Hindu’s make up _______% of India’s population.19    
 

• It is estimated that there are 330 million _________ in Hinduism.20 
 
 
 

II. History of Hinduism 
 
A. Origination 
 

1. Hinduism originated as a ______________ (many gods) ritual religion around 
1500BC.21 

 
 

2. It claims to be founded by the more prominent _________ deities such as 
Krishna and Vishnu.  

 
 

3. As the religion developed and got more and more complex it was necessary to 

train a __________ class to perform the necessary __________ on behalf of the 

people.   

 
 

B. Vedas 
 

1. Rig Veda:  collection of over 1000 _________ 
 
 

2. Sama Veda:  combines verses from the Rig-Veda to _________.  
 
 

3. Yajur Veda:  collection of ritual ____________ to offer up to the gods 
 

                                                 
17
 Halverson, 85. 

18
 Ibid,. 

19
 Ibid,. 

20
 Ibid, 87. 

21 It actually may have been developing as early as the 3rd century BC, but as most religions, this one 

developed more as a result of the writings which began in 1500BC. 



Hinduism                                                                                                    World Religions 

 13 

4. Artharva Veda:  collection of ________, spells, incantations, and __________.22   
 
 

C. The Revolt 
 

1. The __________ of the revolt 
 
 

2. The __________ of the revolt 
 
a. De-emphasis upon ___________ led by priests 
 
 
b. ________________ upon internal prayer and meditation 

 
 

D. The Upanishads / Vedanta 
 

1. Meaning of ____________: “the end of the Vedas” 
 
 

2. Each veda has a ____________ of the Upanishad/Vedanta added to it. 
 
 

3. Written from ________ to ________ BC.   
 
 

4. These portions formulate the primary teachings of _____________.   
 
 

E. Continued Development 
 
 
 
 

III. Beliefs of Hinduism 
 
� Hinduism has been described as, “a ____________ of religions”  The Hindu beliefs 

have changed significantly and there are 6 different schools of thought.   
 

1.  Nyaya/Vaiseshika 
 
 
2.  Samkhya/Yoga 
 
 

                                                 
22
 Ibid, 31-32. 
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3.  Purva-Mimamsa/Vedanta—Most _____________ of the three, from which 

came the teachings of the Upanishads, and emphasis upon _____________ 

 
 
A. _______________-the belief in many gods, over 330 million 
 
   

B. _______________-the belief that god is in everything. 
 
 

C. ____________- The ultimate reality beyond comprehension.23   
 
 
D. __________ with Brahman – In our true nature (Atman) we are one with Brahman. 

 
“Just as the air inside an open jar is identical to the air surrounding that jar, so our 
essence is identical to that of the essence of Brahman.”24 

 
 

E. Law of ___________ 
 

1. Meaning of Karma-“__________” 
 
 

2. Definition of Karma- “The ___________ of our actions…follow us not only in 

the _____________ lifetime but from lifetime to lifetime.”   

 
 

F. _________________/Samsara/Transmigration 
 

1.  It’s Teaching:  
 
a. The soul is _____________. 
 
 
b.  Moksha/Liberation cannot be attained by the karma of ________ lifetime. 
 
 
c. Therefore the soul is __________ into different bodies: human, animal, or 

insect until Moksha/liberation is attained.  
 
 
 

                                                 
23 Rick Rood, Hindu Beliefs about God and the World, 1. 
24
 Halverson, 88. 
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2. It’s Result: __________ System-4Castes 
 
a. Brahmins/____________ 
 
 
b. Kshatriyas/______________ and Rulers 
 
 
c. Vaisyas/Merchants and _____________ 
 
 
d. Shudras/_____________ Class 
 
 
e. Outcasts/________________ 
 

“Hinduism logically fosters personal, social, and spiritual _____________ 

because it is based on the false idea that some people are inherently more 

__________ than other, predicated upon an unproven past life.” 

  
 

G. Moksha/____________ 
 

1. Explanation of Moksha/Liberation/Enlightenment 
 

The individual accumulates enough ___________ from the 

birth/death/reincarnation cycle to attain enlightenment/_____________. 

 
 

2. The _________ to Moksha/Liberation 
 
a. Karma Marga (the way of __________) 
 
 
b. Jnana Marga (the way of _______________ and _______________) 
 
 
c. Bhakti Marga (the way of _____________) 
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IV. Reaching the Hindu with the Gospel of Christ 
 
A. Understand their __________-_________ 
 
 
B. Common Ground 
 

1. A Hindu believes in the ______________ of God. 
 

2. A Hindu has a respect for ________________.   
 

3. A Hindu has a high regard for ___________ ____________ and His devotion. 
 

C. _________________ the Differences 
 

1. Our God is not _____________ but wants a personal relationship with His 
creation.  Rom. 8:15 

 
2. God has ______________ Himself through the Scriptures which is a 

supernatural book.  2 Tim 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 

3. Scripture teaches us that we are created in the ____________ of God, but we are 

not a __________ of God.  Gen. 1:27 

 
4. Our sin separates us from God, not our _______________ of our “true deity.”  

Rom. 3:23 
 

5. We can never do enough good deeds, produce enough “______________ 

___________” to please God.  Eph. 2:8,9 

 
6. Jesus Christ is fully _________and fully-__________, sinless, and the perfect 

sacrifice for our sins.  Phil. 2 
 

7. The only condition for ____________ salvation is faith in ______________ finished 
work.  Eph. 2:8,9 
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I. Judaism, the Nebulous Term 
 
A. __________ Jews—descendants of Abraham 
 

1. Atheist 
 
 

2. Agnostic 
 
 

3. Non-Practicing 
 
 

B. _____________ Judaism  (200BC-70AD) 
 

Key Events: ________________ of the Temple and succession of sacrificial system, 

no ____________ 

 
1. Early Rabbinic Judaism-  
 
 
 

2. Later Rabbinic Judaism 
 
 
a. Major ______________ 
 
 

i. _______________ Judaism-Emphasis upon _____________ and strict 
observance of the Law of Moses as interpreted by the rabbis. 

 
 
ii. _______________ Judaism-Developed in Germany in the 18th century as 

a result of the ___________________. 

 
 
iii. _________________ Judaism-A ______________ ground between 

Orthodox and Reformed, established in Germany in the 19th century.  
 
 

b. ______________ Groups 
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i. Reconstructionists- ______________ version of Conservative Judaism, 

emphasizes the importance of adapting ones’ religious lifestyle to 

____________________ life. 

 
 
ii. Hasidic- An ultra-orthodox movement, emphasizes very __________ 

obedience to the law, and involves ________________ from society. 

 
 
iii. Zionism-A _____________ movement starting in the 19th century in 

order to ___________ Jews to the land of Israel.  Started by Theodore 

Hertzel.   

iv. Kabalah and Jewish Mysticism 

“Jesus performed miracles using kabbalistic techniques learned from the 
Essenes, a Jewish sect of that time that was involved in mysticism.”25 

 

 
 
 

V. The Jewish Holidays Observed 
 
 
A. Rosh ha-shanah-The Jewish _________ _____________ 
 
 
B. Yom Kippur (Day of ________________)- The 10th day of the new year celebration 

in which Jews seek __________________ of sins. 

 
C. Hannukah-Commemorates the Maccabean revolt and __________________ of the 

Temple 165 BC. 
 

D. Purim-Commemorates the __________________ of the Jews, recorded in the book 

of _____________. 

 
E. Passover-Commemorates God’s _________________ of the Israelites from Egypt. 
 
 
F. ______________-Commemorates God’s giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai 

                                                 
25
 http://www.jewfaq.org/toc.htm, 2005. 
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G. Festival of _________________-Commemorates the 40 years of wandering of the 

Jewish people in the wilderness. 
 
 

VI. Important Jewish Events 
 
A. _________________ (Brit Milah)-On the 8th day Jewish boys are circumcised. 
 
 
B. Bar Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah-________________ of the boy/girl becoming a 

man/woman on his/her 13th birthday.   
 
 
C. Jewish Wedding 
 
 
D. Jewish Funeral-Followed by ___________ days of morning. 
 
E. Other traditional Jewish Observances 

1. Observing the Sabbath.  No work, driving and from lighting a fire. 
2. Small black boxes wrapped around the arm and forehead at certain times of the 

year. 
3. Placing a small black box on the doorpost, this of course is full of portions of 

Scripture. 
4. Keeping the dietary laws.—most well known one is not mixing of meat and 

dairy at a meal  
 
 

VII. The Jewish Important Writings 
 
A. Torah-First five books of the ________ __________________ 
 
 
B. The _______________ of the Old Testament. 
 
 
C. Talmud 
 

1. Mishnah-___________ rulings and __________________ compiled around AD 
200 

 
 

2. Gemara-______________ on the ___________ compiled around AD550 
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VIII. The Teachings of Judaism 
 
3 branches agree: 
Deuteronomy 6:4  “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” 

 
A. Scripture 
 

1. Orthodox 
 
a. The first five books (Torah) are ___________.   
 
 
b. The Torah is more _____________ than the rest of the Old Testament. 
 
 
c. _________ Law is also very important, believed to be given to Moses and 

passed on orally. 
 
 

2. Conservative 
 
a. Neither the Torah nor the rest of the Old Testament is ____________. 
 
 
b. The Old Testament is believed to be from ________ and ________. 
 
 

3. Reformed 
 
a. The Old Testament is a _____________ document. 
 
 
b. It is valuable for _________ and __________ insights. 
 
 

B. God 
 

1. Orthodox- God is “one” and is _____________ 
 
 

2. Conservative-God is “one” but is _______________ 
 
 

3. Reformed-Wide range of views and interpretations, if they do believe in God at 
all. 
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C. Humanity 
 
 

1. Orthodox 
 
a. Morally ___________, we have ________ a good and evil tendency. 
 
 
 
b. Man can be ______________ by obedience to the law 
 
 

2. Conservative/Reformed 
 
a. Man is naturally ___________. 
 
 
b. He/she can reach his/her _____________ through education and evolution. 
 
 

D. Sin  -Neither Orthodox, Conservative nor Reformed believe in ____________ sin. 
 

1. Orthodox: Sin is committed when one breaks the ________. 
 
 

2. Conservative: Sin is committed by __________ wrong doing. 
 
 

3. Reformed: Hesitant to label ______________ as sin. 
 
 

E. Salvation  
 

1. Orthodox: 
 
a. Salvation: Right ______________ before God 
 
 
b. Involves: Repentance, prayer, and ________________ to the law. 
 
 

2. Conservative:  
 
a. Salvation is the betterment of ____________, social _________________. 
 
 
b. Must _____________ Jewish identity. 
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3. Reformed: Salvation is the betterment of society, social improvement. 
 
 

F. The Messiah 
 

1. Orthodox 
 
a. The Messiah is entirely ____________. 
 
 
b. He will ___________ the nation of Israel to her __________. 
 
 
c. He will judge ___________ doing. 

 
2. Conservative/Reformed 
 
a. Do not believe in a ___________ Messiah. 
 
 
b. Not ____________, but rather a reference to a Utopian Age 
 
 
c. Humanity is ________________ and will eventually receive this Messianic 

Age.  
 
 

G. Life After Death 
 

1. Orthodox 
 
a. There will be a ________________. 
 
 
b. The _______________ will live with God for eternity. 
 
 
c. The unrighteous will ____________. 
 
 

2. Conservative/Reformed 
 
a. No _________ after death 
 
 
b. The dead live on in his/her ___________________. 
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IX. Reaching a Jewish person with the message of Christ 
 
A. Recognize their __________-View 
 
B. Terms/Names to avoid 

 

� _______  ____________- instead use: Hebrew Bible 
 
 
� ______-Sounds anti-semitic on the lips of a Jewish person, although they may 

use it.  instead use Jewish People or Jewish person. 
 
 
� Do not call them __________________, used 100 years ago, but not today. 

 
 
� __________-instead use Almighty. 

 
 
� ____________________-instead use, Biblical Judaism 

 
 
C. Common Ground 
 

1. The belief in ________ God. 
 

2. Reverence for the ______________ Bible (Old Testament). 
 

3. Belief in the _______________ (either figurative or literal). 
 

4. Man sins, but is not necessarily sinful. 
 

D. Use the Hebrew Bible in _________________. 
 

1. Know the Hebrew Bible well. 
 

2. Know the Jewish _________________ which are from the Hebrew Bible 
(especially Yom Kippur). 

 
3. Point to Messianic ________________ from the Hebrew Bible. 
 

E. Emphasize our Differences 
 

1. Man is sinful in his ___________ being, we cannot do good on our own.  Isa. 
64:5,6; 1 Ki 8:46 
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2. Man needs ________________ for sin.  Lev. 17:11; 
 

3. Jesus Christ is the _________________ of the Old Testament Prophecies. 
 
a. Born in Bethlehem of Judea  Macah 5:1 
 
b. Despised and rejected by man Isa 53:3 
 
c. Died for the sins of the ___________ people  Isa 53:8 
 
d. Died by ______________.  Ps. 22:15-18 
 
e. Executed with _____________.  Isa. 53:12 
 
f. Men divided his garments by the _____________ of lots.  Ps. 22:19 
 
g. ____________ from the dead.  Ps. 16:10;110:1 
 

4.  Jesus Christ is the _____________ spotless lamb who has made atonement for 
us. Isa. 53:6  

 
5. The only requirement for eternal life is __________ in Christ’s provision.  Joel 

3:5; Acts 16:31 
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I. Buddhism’s setting 
 
 

A. Karma 
 
 

B. Transmittigation/__________________/Samsara 
 
 

C. Becoming _______-with God 
 
 
 

II. The Life of Sidhartha Guatama (Buddha) 
 
 
A. Period of Enjoyment (560-534)26 
 

1. Siddhartha’s birth—560BC 
 
 
 

2. Siddhartha’s journey beyond the city walls.     
 
 
i. _______  _______ 
 

ii. __________ 
 

iii. ______________ 
 

iv. _______________   
 
 

B. Period of Enquiry (534-528) 
    
 
 
 
C. Period of Enlightenment (528-483) 
 
 

1. His ______________ 
 
 

                                                 
26
 These categories are taken from Halverson’s Illustrated Guide to World Religions, 50. 
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2. His ______________ 
 
 
 

VII. The Teachings of Buddha  
 

A. Four Noble ___________ 
 
 

1. Life involves ______________. 
 
 

2. Suffering results from _______________ desires for pleasure, prosperity, and 
continued life. 

 
 
3. Suffering will cease when _____________ cease. 

 
 
4. Desire can be eliminated by following the ___________-fold path. 

 
 

B. The Eight-Fold Path 
 

• _____________ (Panna) 
 

1. Right _________________- Accept the Four Noble Truths  
 

2. Right ________________- Renounce all thoughts of the illusionary self. 
 

• ___________ Conduct (Sila) 
 

3. Right Speech- Speaking only __________. 
 

4. Right Action- _____________ the moral commands.  
 

5. Right Occupation- An occupation that _________ others, and ________ none.  
 

• Mental ________________ (Samadh) 
 

6. Right Effort- Avoiding ________, and developing moral qualities 
 

7. Right Thoughts- A ________________ approach to one’s life. 
 

8. Right Meditation- Concentrating on inward __________, emptying the mind. 
 
C. __________________-What exactly is it? 
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“There is a sphere which is neither earth, nor water, nor fire, nor air, which is 
not the sphere of…nor the sphere of…I deny that it is coming or going, 
enduring death, or birth.  It is only the end of suffering.” 

 

1. It includes the end of ___________, and therefore the end of pain and 

suffering as well as _______________. 

 
 

2. It can be attained before __________.   
 
 

3. It is achieved through ____________ effort.   
 
 
 
D. Monks and Nuns 

 
 
 
 

E. Immaterial-_____________ 
 

“This whole world of delusion is nothing but a _____________ caused by the 
mind…there is no world...outside the mind.”27 

 
 
 

F. Similarities with _______________ 
 
 

1. Karma 
 
 
 

2. Nirvana 
 
 
 

3. Intermitigation/Reincarnation/Samsara 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
27
 Ibid, 40. 



Buddhism                                                                                                   World Religions 

 28 

VIII. The Two Branches of Buddhism 
 

Primary issue causing the split:  Who is enlightenment _________________ too? 

 

Secondary issue:  What is _______________? 

 
 

 Hinayana (Theravada) Mahayana 
Meaning of Name “The Lesser Vehicle” “The Greater Vehicle” 

Enlightenment 
1. Accessible to only the committed 
2. Through one’s efforts alone 

1. Accessible to anyone 
2. Through efforts and bodhisattvas 
help28 

Location SE Asia  N. Asia(China, Japan, Korea, Tivet) 

Liberal/Conservative Conservative—like the original Liberal—adapted, and changed 

Strive to be: Arahat Bodhisattva (delay nirvana) 

Nature of Buddha An enlightened man Divine Buddha essence 

Scripture 
Pali Canon (Buddha’s early 
teachings)29 

Many texts (because there are many 
bodhis. 

Buddha Only one Many  

Means of Salvation 
Effort, and the monastic life Grace of the Bodhisattvas, earning 

merit, recognizing your Buddha nature 
within 

 
 
 

IX. Other Sects 
 

A. Vajrayana Buddhism 
 
 
 
B. Zen Buddhism 

 
 
 

C. Jodo Buddhism 
 
 
 

                                                 
28
 The Dahli Lama is an example of a present day bodhisattva 

29 Includes Buddha’s sermons, rules for monks, and philosophical teachings, this book is 70 times the size 

of the Christian Bible. 
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D. Folk Buddhism 
 
 
 

X. Examples of Buddhist Paradoxes30 
 
 

A. Paradox 1 
 

1. Buddhists deny that __________ exist. 
 
2. Buddhists believe in _________________. 

 
B. Paradox 2 

 
1. When in a state of Nirvana _________________ don’t exist. 

 
2. Buddha ________________ that he attained Nirvana. 

 
C. Paradox 3 

 
1. Bodhisattvas who have been “enlightened” __________ entering Nirvana in 

order to help other beings attain Nirvana. 
 
2. If everything is an ____________, why would Bodhisattvas sacrifice Nirvana 

to help imaginary beings? 
 
3. Furthermore, how can illusions (Bodhisattvas) help other illusions (man)? 

 
D. paradox 4 

 
1. Buddhists teach that in order to attain Nirvana one must do away with 

_______. 
 
2. To do away with desire necessitates one _____________ to do away with it. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
30
 The first three examples are laid out in Ankerberg’s The Facts on World Religions, 43. 
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XI.  Reaching a Buddhist with the Message of Christ 
 
A. Recognize their World View. 

 
 
B.  Be aware of their Tendency to _____________. 
 
C. Common Ground 
 

1. Buddhists believe that _____________ can result from desire. 
 
2. Buddhists believe that it is important to live ____________. 
 
3. Buddhists believe that it is important to live a _______________ life. 
 
4. Buddhists believe that meditation/_____________ is important. 

 
D. Emphasize the Differences 
 
1. The primary reason for suffering and pain in the world is man’s ______ enhanced 

by man’s ________.  Rom. 5:12 
 

2. God desires to have a personal relationship with man, but sin prevents this 
relationship.  Rom 3:23 

 
3. Man needs sin ________ for.  Rom 6:23   
 
4. We can never do enough good things to ________ eternal life.  Eph. 2:8,9 
 
5. Jesus Christ is fully God and fully-man, sinless, and the perfect payment for our 

sins.  Phil. 2 
 
6. The __________ condition for eternal salvation is faith in Christ’s finished work.  

Eph. 2:8,9 
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I. The Life of Muhammad 
 
A. His Childhood 
 

1. Born in 570 AD in _________ 
 

He was born an ________ and his people believed in many gods and goddesses 
 
2. Father (Abdullah) __________ before he was born. 
 
3. Mother (Amina) died when he was _____. 
 
4. Grandfather (Abd al-Muttalib) died 2 years after becoming his care-taker. 
 
5. Finally his _________ (Abu Talib) cared for him. 
 
6. Muhammad was _____________ and could neither read nor write. 
 
 

B. His Wives 
 

1. He married a ____________ widow at the age of 25. 
 
2. She was ______ years older than him. 
 
3. She died when Muhammad was ______. 
 
4. Muhammad took on 11 more _________, the youngest was _____ years old. 
 
 

II. The Revelations of Muhammad 
 

A. The ____________ of his revelation questioned. 
 

1. Muhammad ___________ questioned the source of this revelation.31 
 
2. Many who knew him believed that he was ___________ by an ______ spirit.32 
 

�  “the outward appearance of ‘possession’…seemed to the onlookers to 

indicate…_______________ possession.”33 

 
 

                                                 
31
 Ergun and Emir Caner, Unveiling Islam, 43 and Halverson, 104. 

32 Ankerber, 24. 
33
 Alfred Guillaume, Islam, 37. 
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� Halima, his foster mother stated “I admitted that I thought that he was 
possessed by a devil…”34 

 
� His wives spoke of the “uncontrollable convulsions” that Muhamed 

experienced.35 
 

3. Khadijah convinced him that this was from _________.   
 
 

B. The _____________ of his revelation 
 
 

1. _________________ Himself 
 
”God cancels what Satan interjects.”36 
 
 
 
2. Scribal ______________ 

 
 
 

III. The Rejection followed by Acceptance of Muhammad 
 

A. His rejection 
 

1. His own tribesman did not accept his _______________ teachings 
 
 
2. He was accused of being a __________, a ________, and possessed by demons. 
 
 
3. 100 of his followers had to flee Mecca for ___________. 
 
 
4. In _______ Muhammad fled from Medina 
 
 

B. His Acceptance by _________________ 
 
 
C. His Acceptance by ________________ 
 

1. The beginnings of __________ 
 

                                                 
34
 J.N.D. Anderson, ed., The World’s Religions, 54,60. 

35 Caner, 44. 
36
 Caner, 45. 
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2. _____________ given to those who fought in the name of Jihad 

   
 

3. Military Expeditions 
 

“…fight and slay the pagans wherever you find them, and seize them, 
beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them, in every stratagem of war.”  (Surah 
9:5) 

 
“Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day.”  (Surah 9:9) 

 
 

4. ____________ on Mecca with 10,000 men 
 
 
 

IV. The Splintering of Islam 
 

 Sunnis Shi’ites 

Meaning of Name 
From Sunna, the records of 
Muhammad’s life and conduct 

“Partisan” –partisan of Ali 

The Next Caliph:37 Should be  
Should be a blood descendant of 
Muhammad’s. 

Religion Separation of  
Religious authorities should also be the 
political leaders. 

Percentage of 
Muslims 

  

 
� The Sufis 
 
-A third group that are from _________ the Sunni and the Shi’ites, who seek a 

______________ experience of God, and superstitious practices. 

 
 
 

V. The Beliefs of Islam 
 
 
� The term Islam means: “________________” to the will of God.   
 
 
� The person who submits to the will of God is called a ___________ 
 

                                                 
37 Reason for the initial split was the difference in opinion concerning who should be Muhammad’s 

successor. 
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A. Allah  
 

1. There is only ________ God. 
 
 
 
2. God is not _____________, since to attribute traits to God is _____________ Him 

to human likeness. 
 

“In the name of Allah, the merciful, the compassionate.” 
 
 
B. Angels 
 

1. _____________ is the highest ranking angel. 
 
 

2. Each person has _______ angels assigned to them. 
 
 
3.   The _______ are the lowest rank of angels. 

 
 
C. Allah’s Holy __________ 

 
1. Law of __________  

 
2. __________ of David 

 
3. The ____________ of Jesus  (Surah 3:2) 

 
4. The __________ given to Muhammad 

 
a. The _______________ of the Quran 

 
 
 
 

b. The _________________ of the Quran 
 
 
 
 

 
c. Contradictions with the __________38 

 

                                                 
38
 Caner, 89,90. 
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i. Pharaoh’s wife _____________ Moses (Surah 28:9) 
 

ii. The Christian’s teach that the trinity includes ______ (Surah 5:116)  
 

iii. The _____________ of Ishmael (Surah 37:100-111) 
 

iv. Jesus was not crucified but rather _________  (Surah4:157) 
 
 

d. Contradictions within __________39 
 

i. A _______ is equivalent to 1000 solar years (Surah 22:47) or is it 50,000 
solar years (Surah 70:4)? 

 
ii. Allah created the earth in ______ days (Surah 7:54; 10:3; 11:7) or is it 

_________ days (Surah 41:9-12)? 

 
iii. Noah and all his family ____________ the flood (Surah 21:76) or did his son 

__________ (Surah 11:42-43)? 

 
iv. _______________ will go to heaven (2:62; 5:69) or will they go to hell 

(Surah 5:72; 3:85)? 
 
 

e. Other _____________ in the Quran 
 
 

i. Meteors and shooting stars are ____________ shot at Jinns. 
 

ii. Allah turned people into __________ for breaking the Jewish Sabbath 
(Surah2:65,66). 

 
 

D. ______________ of God 
 

1. God has sent to each ___________ a prophet. 
 
� There are a total of ____________ prophets. 

 
� Each prophet was given for a particular ________. 

 
� Most are _____________ to mankind. 

 
2. Muhammad is the “________” of the Prophets” 
 

                                                 
39
 Ibid, 91-93. 
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� He was for all ________ 
 
 

E. The Day of _____________ 
 
1. All mankind will stand before __________ for judgment. 

 
2. Salvation is granted to those whose good ___________ outweigh their bad 

___________, and Hell awaits those whose do not. 

 
a. There is no _____________ of Paradise. 

 
b. The exception is for those who _______ fighting a holy war.  They are 

guaranteed Paradise. 
 
 
 

VI. The Pillars of Islam 
 

A. Recitation of the __________: “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his 
messenger.” 

 
 
B. Regular recitation of ____________. 
 
 
C. Almsgiving 
 
 
D. ____________ during the month of Ramadan. 
 
 
E. Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
 
 
F. Jihad is often added as a 6th __________. 
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632-634 

 

(634-644) 

 

(644-656) 

 

(656-661) 

Sunnis 

Elected 

Shi’ites 

Descendant 

VII. The Four Horsemen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII. Muslim Trends 
 

A. Accommodation and adjustment to the __________.40  
  
 

B. Rejection of ________________ and return to the traditional way of life. 
 
 

C. Extreme Fundamentalism 
 
 
 

                                                 
40
 Rood, 2. 
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IX. Reaching the Muslim with the Message of Christ 
 

A. Recognize their World View. 
 
 
B. Be aware of their teaching about Jesus. 
 

1. “No Muslim is a true Muslim unless he believes in Jesus.” 
 
2. The name of Jesus occurs ___  _________ in the Quran41 

 
C. Common Ground 
 

1. Muslims believe in one ________. 
 
2. Muslims believe in a sovereign God. 
 
3. Muslims believe that God has communicated to man through ______________. 
 
4. Muslims believe that Jesus was a ________________ of God. 
 
5. Muslims believe that man will be _______________ by God. 

 
 
D. Emphasize the Differences 

 
1. God desires to have a personal relationship with ____________. 

 
2. Sin prevents this relationship.  Rom 3:23 

 
3. Man needs payment for _________.  Rom 6:23   

 
4. We can never do enough good things to earn eternal life.  Eph. 2:8,9 

 
5. Jesus Christ is ___________  _________ and fully-man, ______________, and 

the perfect payment for our sins.  Phil. 2 
 

6. The only condition for eternal salvation is ____________ in Christ’s finished 
work.  Eph. 2:8,9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                 

41
 Caner, 212. 



Appendix: The World of Animism                                                               World Religions 

 39 

 

The World of Animism 

Worldview of Animism 

From Genesis to the present, the biblical worldview has clashed with the worldview of animism. 

Animism (or folk religion) is a religion that sees a spirit or spiritual force behind every event, and 

many objects of the physical world carry some spiritual significance. 

 

In most parts of the world, animism blends in with formal religions. Among followers of the 

major religions lie many animistic beliefs and practices. Animistic beliefs actually dominate the 

world. Most Taiwanese believe in the Chinese folk religions. Most Hindus and Muslims in 

Central and Southeast Asia, and most Buddhists in China and Japan combine their religion with 

various animistic beliefs and practices. In many parts of the world, Christianity has not displaced 

the local folk religion but coexists beside it in an uneasy tension. 

 

The animistic worldview contains both the observed or physical world and the unseen or spirit 

world. There is no sharp distinction between the two realities; what happens in one affects the 

other. The seen or physical world consists of what we can see, feel, and experience. It includes 

forces of nature and physical beings. In the seen world the earth plays a prominent role because it 

is viewed as a living entity and is often worshipped as Mother Earth. Nature is believed to be 

alive. Hills, caves, mountains, and lakes are often revered as sacred places. Animals may be 

embodiments of spirits. Many are worshipped as sacred, such as the cow and monkey in India. 

Plants can also contain spirits and some are worshipped. Forests are seen as places where the 

spirits dwell. Trees like oaks, cedars, and ash are worshipped in Europe. In many parts of the 

world, there exist numerous subhuman beings that are supposed to live in lakes, forests, and 

caves. For example, in Europe they include mythical beings like trolls, gnomes, and fairies. 

The unseen world of animism begins with the understanding of "mana," or the life force that 

permeates the entire universe. This power is impersonal and not worshipped. This sacred power 

concentrates more heavily in the deities, sacred people, places, or objects. This mana rules over 

all creation and is not controlled by the gods or man. 

 

Also part of the unseen world is the Supreme God. Following him are a host of lesser gods who 

dwell in particular regions. Following the gods are the spirits, who often dwell in nature and are 

confined to a specific area. Then there are the spirits of the ancestors who continue to play a role 

with the living. 

 

There also exist unseen forces that include supernatural powers like fate, cosmic moral order, the 

evil eye, magic, and witchcraft. There are also impersonal energy forces in objects that give the 

objects power. These objects are believed to give a person power to do good or evil. 

In the Bible, God transforms the animistic views of Israel into a biblical view. He teaches them 

that the other gods are not gods at all (Isaiah 43:10). He condemns the use of magic, witchcraft, 

and divination. He shows that suffering is not the result of the spirits or the gods but His 

sovereign act of bringing people back to Himself. 

Themes in Animism 

Do you ever wonder why some Christians worship their ancestors? It derives from the first of 

several themes within the ancient religion of animism. The first of the themes is a community-

centered life. The ancestors, the living, and the unborn are the center of existence. The clan life is 

the most important entity because an individual has meaning only in the context of a community. 
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The second theme is the role of the spirit world. Humans live in a world surrounded by 

supernatural beings and forces, most of which are hostile to humans. The worlds of the seen and 

the unseen are interconnected. For this reason, people spend their time seeking to appease the 

gods, the spirits, and the ancestors with offerings or bribes. Extreme care is taken to maintain the 

harmony between the two worlds. Since all created things are connected, a simple act like eating 

a fruit from the wrong tree may bring disaster. 

 

Third is the focus on the present. The primary concern is with the here and now. People seek to 

deal with success and failure, power and knowledge needed to control life. 

 

Fourth is the focus on power. People view themselves as constantly struggling against spirits, 

other humans, and supernatural forces. Everything that happens can be explained by powers at 

war. The goal is to attain power to control the forces around them. 

 

Fifth is pragmatism. Animists are not interested in academic understanding of spiritual and 

scientific truth but in securing good, meaningful life and protection from evil. The test of a folk 

religion is, "does it work?" To achieve their goals, most people will turn to several methods that 

may be contradictory in hopes that one will work. I was once speaking to a Chinese woman who 

was suffering from lung cancer. Although she attended church and prayed to the Lord for 

healing, she also visited the Chinese Buddhist temple seeking prayers for healing from the 

priests. For those in animistic cultures, in times of need people will beseech aid from various 

religions or gods to find a method that works. 

 

Sixth is transformation and transportation. Things may not be what they appear to be. Spirits can 

take the form of animals or plants. Shamans in a trance believe they can travel to distant places 

and bring harm to an enemy. They also believe they can travel to the spirit world, find 

information, or retrieve lost souls. 

 

Seventh, animism takes a holistic view of life. The obsession with invoking good luck and 

avoiding bad luck involves every aspect of life--from what you eat, to where you place furniture 

(such the current feng shui fad), to how you sleep. In Al Hambra, Los Angeles where there is a 

large population of Chinese, houses with the number "4" in the address do not sell. The number 

four, pronounced "shee" in Chinese, is the first letter in the word for death, so the number is 

considered very unlucky.{1} 

 

Eighth is particularism. People are tied to their land. Each community has its own set of gods and 

spirits. The gods gave the people their land, and that is where the ancestors reside. In battles, 

victories and defeats are attributed to the power of the territorial gods. 

 

Finally, fear plays a major role. In a world full of spirits, omens, and spells, life is rarely secure. 

Many see the world as a hostile and dangerous place filled with spirits and forces antagonistic to 

people. Seemingly mundane activities such as moving the wrong rock can bring potential 

disaster. People turn to their ancestors, gods and spirits for protection. 

 

The focus of the Christian life, in contrast, is the relationship believers have with God. God's 

relationship with mankind is based on grace and love. Since God is gracious, He does not need to 

be constantly appeased by believers. His laws are clearly revealed to us in the Bible. When we 

disobey, we may suffer the consequences of our sin or experience His discipline, which is always 

motivated by His love and intended to bring us to a right relationship with Him. In times of 

difficulty, we do not fear His wrath but He invites us to draw even closer to Him. 1 John 4:16-18 

says, "God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God and God in him. In this way, love is made 

complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment because in this world 

we are like Him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear . . ." Although believers 
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encounter tragedy and suffering, we do not live in fear but in faith, trusting in the character of 

God. 

Gods in Animism 

It may surprise you that most animistic religions teach that there exists one Supreme Being. He is 

often described as omniscient, eternal, beneficent, omnipotent and righteous. He is the creator, 

the moral lawgiver, punishes those who do evil, and blesses those who do good.  However, this 

being has distanced himself from man and cannot be known personally. Legends abound that he 

was once near but was angered with man and removed himself. He left men to their own devices 

and used lesser gods and spirits to do His will and serve as His ambassadors.  Therefore, most of 

the worship goes to the lesser gods and spirits who are in direct contact with humans. 

Anthropologist Wilhelm Schmidt studied numerous cultures and concluded that man's first 

religion was monotheism, which then corrupted into polytheism.{2} This would concur with 

Paul's timeline of man's rejection of God that he lays out in Romans 1. 

 

An example comes from the folk religion of China. Long before Confucianism, Taoism, or 

Buddhism, the Chinese worshipped Shang Ti, the Lord of heaven. He alone was worshiped until 

the Zhou dynasty, which began in 1000 B.C. From then on, only the emperor was allowed to pay 

homage to Shang Ti, and the knowledge of Shang Ti among the common people was lost. The 

worship-starved Chinese eventually embraced the religions of Confucianism, Taoism, and 

Buddhism that provided spiritual knowledge and worship.{3} Numerous stories like these 

abound throughout the world. In Korea, the supreme God is called Hananim. The Gedeo people 

of Ethiopia call Him Magano. Missionaries use this belief of a high God to point people to the 

God of the Bible. 

 

Following the Supreme God is a host of lesser gods. These beings mediate between man and the 

Supreme Being, but must first be paid homage. Gods possess specific powers and are localized to 

a geographical area. The gods inhabit places such as rivers, mountains, forests, oceans, etc. Some 

gods exercise power over human affairs (business, marriage, death, etc.) other gods exercise 

powers over nature (storms, rain, etc.) Among the Hawaiians, Lono is the god of the oceans and 

controls the clouds and storms. Pele, the fire goddess, dwells in the volcanoes. Many still honor 

these gods in Hawaii today. 

 

The biblical worldview teaches that a personal, omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent God 

governs the universe (Colossians 1:16-17). He alone rules creation and there are no other gods 

besides him (Isaiah 43:10). The God of the Bible is not distant from man, but mankind has 

distanced oueselves from God. God remains involved in the affairs of this world, constantly 

pursuing men and women to receive His gift of grace and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

Spirits and Ancestors 

Do you ever wonder if there are spirits in forests or other dark places? Can the dead communicate 

with the living? Animism holds to a belief that numerous spirits exercise their power over places 

where they dwell, such as mountains, streams, and rivers. Spirits have never inhabited human 

bodies, and since they can be either good or evil they must constantly be appeased. For example, 

the South Sea islanders ask forgiveness of the trees they cut down for canoes so that the spirits of 

the trees will not harm them.{4} 

 

There also exist legendary half-divine beings. Some are humans who became gods. Some gods 

are thought to have become human. For example, the pharaoh of Egypt and the emperor of Japan 

were believed to be descendants of the sun god. Many teach these beings had supernatural birth 

and did not die, but vanished into the sky. Many are believed to have taught humans valuable 

skills like making fire, canoes, houses, planting fruits, etc. 



Appendix: The World of Animism                                                               World Religions 

 42 

 

Important in animism is the remembrance of the ancestors. Animism teaches that people possess 

immortal souls. At death the soul is free to wander near the grave, travel the earth, or enter the 

world of the spirits. The spirits of the ancestors participate in the daily lives of family members. 

Neglecting to honor them has severe consequences. Souls of the departed who did not live 

fulfilled lives or died tragic deaths become ghosts. Ghosts search for bodies to inhabit and often 

bring harm. 

 

At death, one enters the realm of the ancestors who maintain a relationship with the family. 

Ancestors remain deeply interested in the family they began. They care for, protect, and punish 

those who seek to do harm.  Ancestors are revered for several reasons. First, as the founders of 

the family, they remain interested in the care of the family. Second, they have answered the 

question of what follows death, so they can help the living through dreams, necromancers, and 

visions. Third, some have accomplished great achievements, which must be celebrated. Fourth, 

animists believe they protect the family. Fifth, they function as mediators between God and the 

family.  One's happiness in the afterlife depends on the care given by one's descendants. Anyone 

banished from a family or tribe in essence becomes extinct with no one to remember or care for 

them. 

 

As Christians, we agree with the animists that there is an immaterial soul that exists beyond the 

grave. We also place the family as a high priority. One of the Ten Commandments is for children 

to honor their father and mother. However, no departed souls remain on earth. According to 

Hebrews 9:27 upon death, one is immediately in heaven or hell. Secondly, the dead do not have 

contact with the living. In Luke 16, the rich man who was suffering in hell sought a way to 

communicate with his living family to warn them of their fate. However, he was not able to 

communicate in any way nor could the living communicate with him. Christians celebrate and 

honor the memory of our loved ones, but we do not worship them nor seek to appease their 

spirits. We wait with joy and anticipation in knowing we will be united again in the kingdom of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Basic Practices in Animism 

In animism there are numerous taboos or prohibitions. Prohibitions are made to preserve the 

harmony between the spiritual world and physical world. Places or people where the life force is 

concentrated are protected. Myriads of taboos exist and violation of them can result in cursing of 

a community and must be atoned for by sacrifices. 

 

Second, there are sacred places. Sacred places of worship exist to commune with the spiritual 

world. These are places where sacred power is concentrated. In Haiti there is a sacred tree where 

a pact with the devil was signed over 200 years ago by the animistic witch doctors. These witch 

doctors were most displeased when Christian pastors recently prayed over the tree and 

successfully commanded the spirits to leave it. 

 

Third, there are sacred things. A whole host of objects possess power and are potentially 

dangerous. Stones are often believed to possess sacred power. This is one reason you can easily 

find crystal jewelry and other semi-precious stones for sale in catalogs and stores. Certain plants 

and insects are believed to be sacred and taboo. Carved images are believed to possess the spirit 

of divinities. 

 

Fourth, there are sacred actions. Worship includes sacrifices of animals or plants to the deities. 

The priests or shamans perform the sacred rites. Omens play an essential role; this is the origin of 

saying "God bless you" after someone sneezes, to protect the spirits from jumping into the 
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suddenly vulnerable person. Signs in the heavens and certain reptiles or animals encountered in a 

day (such as a black cat crossing one's path portending bad luck) may predict one's future. 

 

Fifth, there are sacred words. There are many oaths, curses, and blessings. The spells of both 

white and black witchcraft are sacred words. Words are charged with sacred power if uttered by a 

priest. Such words possess the sacred power, mana. 

Sixth, there are sacred persons. Witches use their powers for good and evil. They can use their 

powers to protect communities from enemies. They can use their power to communicate with the 

gods and spirits. In most societies, witchcraft and sorcery are most feared. Witches are believed 

to travel great distances in short periods, kill at a distance, and master demons. Witches have 

supernatural powers to inflict harm on others. They can cast spells on others. They can inject 

foreign bodies into a victim, causing illness. Witches have the ability to communicate with dead 

spirits. Many societies believe they can transform themselves into animals. 

 

Then there is the shaman or the medicine man. He can cure sicknesses. He directs sacrificial rites 

and escorts souls to the other world. At times he can leave his body and observe events from a 

distance. He is born into the family or earns the job by passing tests and rituals. There is also the 

sacred king. Then there are sub-humans such as trolls and water spirits. Finally there are "little 

people," such as leprechauns. 

 

Seventh, there are sacred rituals that must be performed regularly. The head of the family 

performs some; others require the expertise of the priests. 

Eighth, there is the practice of magic and divination. The art of casting spells and communicating 

with the spirit world are reserved for the priests. 

 

The Christian must be aware when his practices are influenced by animism. Often many feel that 

saying "amen" or wearing a cross brings protection. Others use sacred stones or believe 

performing a ritual will bring them fortune. A Christian has direct access to God through Christ 

and does not need to rely on another person of a sacred office. Also, Christians have all we need 

in Christ and do not need powers from the spiritual realm. Christ has given us all we need to 

overcome. 

Overcoming Animism 

As our study has revealed, fear is the overriding disposition among those in animistic religions. 

There are several reasons for this. First, one is never really sure if a taboo has been broken and 

the gods, the spirits, or the ancestors have been angered. Should one of these beings become 

angered, they may inflict horrific punishments. In Hawaii, there are several frightening stories 

about the night marchers, the spirits of ancient warriors who march along a sacred path each 

night. It is believed that some people have been killed because they were in the path of the night 

marchers. 

 

A second reason for the prevalence of fear is that animism includes some of the most feared 

practices known to man. Sorcery, magic and voodoo are some of the ancient arts that strike terror 

in the hearts of people. It is a frightening thing to know that a priest or witch has placed a curse 

upon you. 

 

Throughout the Bible and even today, believers continually encounter animistic practices and 

thinking. In times of crisis, many young Christians will pray to God, but also seek help from their 

animistic religion.  Among Christians, animistic beliefs will be displaced only when Christians 

transform their minds with God's word and free themselves from the life of fear in animism. 

Transformation takes place when Christians understand the Bible explains the true nature of the 

universe.  
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First, in contrast to the many temperamental gods in animism, the Bible teaches that there is only 

one God. Isaiah 43:10 states, "'You are my witnesses,' declares the Lord, 'and my servant whom I 

have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no 

god was formed, nor will there be one after me.'" There is no pantheon of gods--only the one true 

God, and all others are false gods. 

 

Second, in the Bible God forbids the animistic practices of witchcraft, necromancy, magic, and 

worship of foreign spirits. Deuteronomy 18:10 commands, "Let no one be found among you who 

sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination, sorcery, interprets omens, 

engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who consults the dead." Those who practice these arts 

are entertaining spirits who are opposed to God and seek the destruction of all people. 

 

Third, Christians do not need to live in fear of hostile spirit beings and spells. Christ, who loves 

His people, has triumphed over all. Colossians 2:15 says that He "disarmed the powers and 

authorities, [making] a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross." 

Christ has brought into submission all authorities under His rule. Not only that, nothing enters 

into our life until it first filters through His loving hand. God's hand of protection shelters His 

people. David wrote in the Psalms, "He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the 

shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, 'He is my refuge and my fortress, my God whom 

I trust'" (Ps. 91:1). When tragedy strikes, Christians understand that its purpose is not to punish 

believers, but to teach us new things about God and ourselves, refining our character to make us 

more like Him. Christians can be freed from a life of fear and find joy in a life of faith in Christ. 
 

 

Notes 
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Hinduism  
by Rick Rood 

 
Though Hinduism may seem far removed from our everyday experience, it's becoming 

increasingly important that we as Christians understand this mysterious religion from India. This 

is so, if for no other reason than that Hinduism claims 1/6 of the world's population, with over 

750 million followers worldwide. But it's also important because its influence is being felt more 

and more in our own country. 

 

Most of us have had at least some exposure to what has become known as the New Age 

movement. If so, we have probably realized that Hinduism is the wellspring of a good deal of 

New Age thinking. Most of us are probably also aware than an increasing number of Asian 

Indians are residing in the U.S. We may be surprised, in fact, to learn that there are 

approximately 200 Hindu temples or Hindu centers in the U.S. Many believe that due to its 

eclectic nature, Hinduism has the potential to serve as a major vehicle for uniting much of the 

non-Christian religious world. 

 

The appeal of Hinduism to Western culture is not difficult to comprehend. For one, Hinduism is 

comfortable with evolutionary thinking. As modern science emphasizes our physical evolution, 

so Hinduism emphasizes our spiritual evolution. As much of modern psychology emphasizes the 

basic goodness and unlimited potential of human nature, so Hinduism emphasizes man's essential 

divinity. As modern philosophy emphasizes the relativity of all truth claims, so Hinduism 

tolerates many seemingly contradictory religious beliefs. As a religion that also emphasizes the 

primacy of the spiritual over material reality, Hinduism appeals to many who are disillusioned 

with strictly material pursuits. 

 

Though there are some core beliefs common to virtually all Hindus, there really is no "Hindu 

orthodoxy"--no hard and fast dogma that all Hindus must believe. It's actually a family of 

gradually developing beliefs and practices.  Hinduism has its roots in the interrelationship of two 

basic religious systems: that of the ancient civilization residing in the Indus River Valley from 

the third millennium B.C., and the religious beliefs brought to India by the Aryan people 

(possibly from the Baltic region) who began infiltrating the Indus Valley sometime after 2000 

B.C. 

 

The religion of the Aryans is described in the writings of "holy men" contained in the Vedas 

(meaning "knowledge" or "wisdom"). The Vedas are four collections of writings composed 

between about 1500 and 500 B.C., which form the basis for Hindu beliefs, and which reveal a 

gradual development of religious ideas. The later sections of the Vedas are known as the 

Upanishads. These Vedic writings are considered inspired. Later Hindu writings, including the 

renowned Bhagavad Gita, are of lesser authority, but widely popular. 

Hindu Beliefs About God And the World 

An understanding of the Hindu beliefs about God is important even if we don't know any Hindus 

or people from India because we are all in contact with the New Age movement, and it draws its 

ideas about God from Hinduism. What then do Hindus believe about God?  The early portions of 

the Hindu scriptures known as the Vedas describe a number of deities who for the most part are 

personifications of natural phenomena, such as storms and fire. Prayers and sacrifices were 

offered to these gods. An extensive system of priestly rituals and sacrifices was eventually 

developed which served as means of obtaining the blessing of these gods.  The later portions of 

the Vedas, called the Upanishads, reflect a significant development in Hinduism's concept of the 

divine. Many of the Upanishads, instead of speaking of a multitude of gods, refer to an ultimate 
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reality beyond our comprehension called Brahman. Though Brahman is impersonal in nature, it is 

sometimes referred to in personal terms by the name Isvara.  Along with this idea of a single 

divine reality, the Upanishads also teach that at the core of our being (referred to as "Atman") we 

are identical with this ultimate reality. 

 

A popular saying in Hinduism is "Atman is Brahman!" In fact, all living things are Brahman at 

their innermost core! In addition, instead of ritual sacrifice, intuitive knowledge of the oneness of 

all things came to be endorsed as the way of contact with divine reality. Also found in the 

Upanishads is the teaching that the material world (including our conscious personalities) is less 

than fully real. The word "maya" is used to designate the power by which God, or ultimate 

reality, brought this less than real world into existence. 

 

Though this monistic or pantheistic philosophy provided a comprehensive intellectual 

understanding of the divine reality for Hindus, it lacked a strong appeal to the heart. As a result, 

just before the dawn of the Christian era, a great transformation occurred in Hinduism, spurred 

particularly by the writing of the Bhagavad Gita, the "New Testament" of Hinduism. The Gita 

records a conversation between the warrior-prince Arjuna and his charioteer Krishna (who is 

unveiled as an incarnation of the god Vishnu), in which personal devotion to deity is endorsed as 

a way of salvation for all classes of people. 

 

From this time forward, these two major streams of Hindu thought and practice grew and 

developed--the more intellectual and philosophical stream that emphasized the oneness of all 

things, and the stream that emphasized personal devotion to a god. The latter stream has 

predominated among the common people of India to this present day. Chief among the gods so 

venerated are Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the preserver), and Shiva (the destroyer). In India 

there are many temples devoted to Shiva (or to one of his "wives," such as Kali), or to Vishnu (or 

to one of his ten incarnations known as avatars). All in all, it is often stated that Hinduism claims 

330 million gods and goddesses! 

 

One might wonder how such a multitude of beliefs about the divine could possibly co-exist in 

one religion. But they do. There is, however, a widespread recognition that none of the personal 

gods of Hinduism is in any way exclusive or unique. They are all simply different ways of 

conceiving of the one reality behind all things-- Brahman. 

Foundational Hindu Beliefs 

Next we must turn our attention to two core beliefs of Hindus: (a) what they believe about the 

source of evil and suffering and (b) what they believe about life after death.  The first of these 

core beliefs is the doctrine of karma. The word karma means "action." But the religious concept 

has more to do with the results or consequences of actions. The doctrine of karma states that 

every thought and action results in certain consequences born by the actor or thinker. If a person 

lies or steals, he will be wronged in some way in the future. Hindus believe that all suffering is 

due to one's own past actions, in this or in a previous life. Some believe that karma implies strict 

determinism or fatalism (that one must simply resign himself to living out his karma). Most, 

however, believe that though our present is determined by our past, nonetheless we can influence 

our future by conducting ourselves in a proper manner in the present. 

 

Some have equated the doctrine of karma with the statement in Galatians 6:7 that "whatever a 

man sows, that he will also reap." It is certainly a biblical teaching that our actions have 

consequences--for good or ill. But this is not the same as believing that every experience in life is 

a consequence of one's own past actions. This is definitely not a biblical idea. 
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The second core belief of Hinduism is the doctrine of reincarnation, or transmigration of souls, 

called samsara. Since it is impossible that all of one's karma be experienced in one lifetime, the 

Hindu scriptures state that after death individual souls are "reborn" in this world, in another body-

-human or otherwise. The nature of one's rebirth is determined by the karma resulting from past 

actions. 

 

Closely associated with the doctrine of reincarnation is that of ahimsa or non-injury to living 

things. This is the core moral value of Hinduism, the protection of all life (which is ultimately 

divine), and is the main reason why some Hindus are vegetarian. 

 

Also associated with reincarnation is the caste system. According to Hindu teaching, there are 

four basic castes or social classes (and thousands of sub-groups within the castes). Each has its 

own rules and obligations pertaining to nearly every facet of life. At the top are the Brahmins or 

priests. Second in rank are the Kshatriyas or warriors and rulers. Third are the Vaisyas or 

merchants and farmers. Below these are the Shudras or laboring class. Outside the caste system 

are the untouchables or outcastes. Though outlawed in India in the late 1940s, many in the 

countryside are still considered outcastes.  One's caste is determined at birth by his or her own 

personal karma. Attempts, therefore, to bring about social change or to improve one's social 

position would appear to run contrary to the law of karma and the caste system.  It's little wonder 

that the chief aim of the Hindu is to experience release or liberation from this cycle of death and 

rebirth caused by karma. Hindus call this liberation moksha. 

Hindu Ways Of Salvation 

Why do New Agers practice yoga? Why are they so devoted to meditation? It may come as some 

surprise that these practices are central to the Hindu search for salvation!  We noted earlier that 

the chief aim in Hinduism is to gain release from the cycle of reincarnation caused by karma--the 

consequences of past actions, in this or in previous lives! Now we want to look at the primary 

ways in which followers of Hinduism seek to achieve this salvation--liberation from earthly 

existence. 

 

Before discussing the three primary ways of salvation in Hinduism, we must mention the four 

goals of life permissible to Hindus. Hinduism recognizes that in the course of many lifetimes 

people may legitimately give themselves to any of these goals. The first is the goal of pleasure or 

enjoyment, particularly through love and sexual desire. This is called kama. The second 

legitimate aim in life is for wealth and success. This is called artha. The third aim in life is moral 

duty or dharma. One who gives himself to dharma renounces personal pleasure and power, to 

seek the common good. The final aim in life, however, is moksha-- liberation from the cycle of 

lives in this material world, and entrance into Nirvana. 

 

Hindus recognize three possible paths to moksha, or salvation. The first is the way of works or 

karma yoga. This is a very popular way of salvation and lays emphasis on the idea that liberation 

may be obtained by fulfilling one's familial and social duties thereby overcoming the weight of 

bad karma one has accrued. The Code of Manu lists many of these rules. Most important among 

them are certain rituals conducted at various stages of life. 

 

The second way of salvation is the way of knowledge or jnana yoga. The basic premise of the 

way of knowledge is that the cause of our bondage to the cycle of rebirths in this world is 

ignorance or avidya. According to the predominant view among those committed to this way, our 

ignorance consists of the mistaken belief that we are individual selves and not one with the 

ultimate divine reality called Brahman. It is this ignorance that gives rise to our bad actions 

which result in bad karma. Salvation is achieved through attaining a state of consciousness in 
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which we realize our identity with Brahman. This is achieved through deep meditation, often as a 

part of the discipline of yoga. 

The third and final way of salvation is the way of devotion or bhakti yoga. This is the way most 

favored by the common people of India; it satisfies the longing for a more emotional and personal 

approach to religion. It is self-surrender to one of the many personal gods and goddesses of 

Hinduism. Such devotion is expressed through acts of worship, puja, at the temple, in the home, 

through participation in the many festivals in honor of such gods, and through pilgrimages to one 

of the numerous holy sites in India. In the way of devotion, the focus is one obtaining the mercy 

and help of a god in finding release from the cycle of reincarnation. Some Hindus conceive of 

ultimate salvation as absorption into the one divine reality, with all loss of individual existence. 

Others conceive of it as heavenly existence in adoration of the personal God. 

A Christian Response to Hinduism 

The editor of the periodical Hinduism Today said not long ago that a "small army of yoga 

missionaries" has been trained to "set upon the Western world." And in his own words, "They 

may not call themselves Hindu, but Hindus know where yoga came from and where it goes." 

What should be the appropriate Christian perspective on this religion of the East that is making 

such an impact in the West? At the outset we must say that as Christians we concur with Hindus 

on a couple of points. Hindus are correct in their recognition that all is not right with the world 

and with human existence in it. They are correct as well in suggesting that the ultimate remedy to 

the human dilemma is spiritual in nature. Beyond these two points, however, there's little 

common ground between Hinduism and Christianity. Let's note just a few of the more important 

areas of divergence. 

 

First, Hinduism lacks any understanding that God created this world for a good purpose. It is 

common for Hindus to speak of God bringing the universe into existence simply as a "playful" 

exercise of His power. Also lacking is a conception of God as infinitely holy and righteous and as 

the One to whom we as His creatures are accountable for the way we conduct our lives. 

The second major area of contrast between Hinduism and Christianity is the conception of human 

nature and of the source of our estrangement from God. According to Hindu teaching, man is 

divine at the core of his being. He is one with God! The problem is that man is ignorant of this 

fact. He is deceived by his focus on this temporal and material world, and this ignorance gives 

rise to acts that result in bad karma and traps us in the cycle of reincarnation. 

According to the biblical teaching, however, the source of our alienation from God (and 

ultimately of all that is imperfect in this world), is not ignorance of our divinity, but our sinful 

rebellion against God and His purpose for our lives. 

 

This leads to the third and final point of contrast--the way of salvation. According to most Hindu 

teaching, salvation from the cycle of reincarnation is achieved by our own efforts--whether 

through good works, meditation, or devotion to a deity. According to the Bible, however, our 

spiritual need is for deliverance from God's judgment on our sin and for restoration to a life under 

His direction and care. This salvation can be provided only by God's gracious and undeserved 

action in our behalf. 

 

It is true that in certain Hindu groups there is a similar emphasis on God's grace (probably as a 

result of past Christian influence). But even here, there is a major distinction. The Hindu teaching 

about grace sees no need for an atonement for sin, but simply offers forgiveness without any 

satisfaction of the judgment on sin required by a holy God.  In contrast, the Christian gospel is 

this: God the Son became a man, died a sacrificial death on the cross, making real forgiveness of 

real sins against the real God possible to those who place complete trust in Christ. All who do so 

can experience true forgiveness, know God and His purpose for their lives, and have the certainty 

of eternal life with Him!   
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Buddhism by Patrick Zuckeran 
 

For centuries, Buddhism has been the dominant religion of the Eastern world. With the rise of the 

Asian population in the United States, Buddhism has had a tremendous impact on this country as 

well. Presently, there are an estimated 300 million Buddhists in the world and 500 thousand in 

the United States.{1} It remains the dominant religion in the state of Hawaii, and many 

prominent Americans have accepted this religion, including the former governor of California, 

Jerry Brown,{2} Tina Turner, Phil Jackson (coach of the Los Angeles Lakers), Richard Gere, and 

Steven Seagal. The Dalai Lama has become a prominent spiritual figure for many throughout the 

world. 

The Origin of Buddhism 

Buddhism began as an offspring of Hinduism in the country of India. The founder was 

Siddhartha Gautama. It is not easy to give an accurate historical account of the life of Gautama 

since no biography was recorded until five hundred years after his death. Today, much of his life 

story is clouded in myths and legends which arose after his death. Even the best historians of our 

day have several different--and even contradictory--accounts of Gautama's life. 

 

Siddhartha Gautama was born in approximately 560 B.C. in northern India. His father, 

Suddhodana, was the ruler over a district near the Himalayas which is today the country of Nepal. 

Suddhodana sheltered his son from the outside world and confined him to the palace where he 

surrounded Gautama with pleasures and wealth. 

 

Despite his father's efforts, however, Gautama one day saw the darker side of life on a trip he 

took outside the palace walls. He saw four things that forever changed his life: an old man, a sick 

man, a dead man, and an ascetic. Deeply distressed by the suffering he saw, he decided to leave 

the luxury of palace life and begin a quest to find the answer to the problem of pain and human 

suffering. 

 

Gautama left his family and traveled the country seeking wisdom. He studied the Hindu 

scriptures under Brahmin priests, but became disillusioned with the teachings of Hinduism. He 

then devoted himself to a life of extreme asceticism in the jungle. He soon concluded, however, 

that asceticism did not lead to peace and self-realization but merely weakened the mind and body. 

Gautama eventually turned to a life of meditation. While deep in meditation under a fig tree 

known as the Bohdi tree (meaning, "tree of wisdom"), Gautama experienced the highest degree of 

God-consciousness called nirvana. Gautama then became known as Buddha, the "enlightened 

one." He believed he had found the answers to the questions of pain and suffering. His message 

now needed to be proclaimed to the whole world. 

 

As he began his teaching ministry, he gained a quick audience with the people of India since 

many had become disillusioned with Hinduism. By the time of his death at age 80, Buddhism had 

become a major force in India. 

Expansion and Development of Buddhism 

Buddhism remained mostly in India for three centuries until King Ashoka, who ruled India from 

274-232 B.C., converted to Buddhism. Ashoka sent missionaries throughout the world, and 

Buddhism spread to all of Asia. 

 

Even before its expansion, two distinct branches developed, a conservative and a liberal school of 

thought. The conservative school is labeled Theravada, and it became the dominant form of 

Buddhism in Southeast Asia. Thus, it is also called Southern Buddhism. Southern Buddhism has 
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remained closer to the original form of Buddhism. This school follows the Pali Canon of 

scripture, which, although written centuries after Gautama’s death, contains the most accurate 

recording of his teachings. 

 

The liberal school is Mahayana Buddhism, which traveled to the north into China, Japan, Korea, 

and Tibet, and is also called Northern Buddhism. As it spread north, it adopted and incorporated 

beliefs and practices from the local religions of the land. The two branches of Buddhism are so 

different they appear to be two different religions rather than two branches of the same tree. Here 

are a few differences.   

 

Theravada Buddhism sees Buddha as a man. Gautama never claimed to be deity, but rather a 

"way shower." Mahayana Buddhism, however, worships Buddha as a manifestation of the divine 

Buddha essence. Since Gautama, many other manifestations or bodhisattvas have appeared. An 

example is Tibetan Buddhism, which worships the spiritual leader the Dalai Lama as a 

bodhisattva.   

 

Theravada adheres to the Pali Canon and Buddha’s earliest teachings. Since Mahayana believes 

there have been many manifestations, this branch incorporates many other texts written by the 

bodhisattvas as part of their canon.   

 

Theravada teaches that each person must attain salvation through their own effort, and this 

requires one to relinquish earthly desires and live a monastic life. Therefore, only those few who 

have chosen this lifestyle will attain nirvana. Mahayana teaches that salvation comes through the 

grace of the bodhisattvas and so many may attain salvation.   

 

Divine beings do not have a place in Theravada. The primary focus is on the individual attaining 

enlightenment, and a divine being, or speculations of such, only hinders the process. Therefore, 

several sects of this branch are atheistic. Mahayana, on the other hand, has many diverse views of 

God since this branch is inclusive, and has adopted the beliefs and practices of various religions. 

Many schools are pantheistic in their worldview while others are animistic. Buddha is 

worshipped as a divine being. Some schools pay homage to a particular bodhisattva sent to their 

people. Other schools have a mixture of gods whom they worship. For example, Japanese 

Buddhism blended with Shintoism and includes worship of the Shinto gods with the teachings 

and worship of Buddha. 

 

When speaking with a Buddhist, it is important to understand what branch of Buddhism they are 

talking about. The two branches are dramatically different. Even within Mahayana Buddhism, the 

sects can be as different as Theravada is to Mahayana. 

The Way of Salvation 

The main question Gautama, the founder of Buddhism, sought to answer was, "Why is there pain 

and suffering?" His belief in reincarnation (the belief that after death one returns to earthly life in 

a higher or lower form of life according to his good or bad deeds) prompted a second question 

that also needed to be answered: "How does one break this rebirth cycle?" The basic teachings of 

Buddhism, therefore, focus on what Gautama believed to be the answer to these questions. These 

basic tenets are found in the Four Noble Truths and in the Eight-fold Path. Let us begin with the 

Four Noble Truths. 

 

The First Noble Truth is that there is pain and suffering in the world. Gautama realized that pain 

and suffering are omnipresent in all of nature and human life. To exist means to encounter 

suffering. Birth is painful and so is death. Sickness and old age are painful. Throughout life, all 

living things encounter suffering.  The Second Noble Truth relates to the cause of suffering. 
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Gautama believed the root cause of suffering is desire. It is the craving for wealth, happiness, and 

other forms of selfish enjoyment which cause suffering. These cravings can never be satisfied for 

they are rooted in ignorance.  The Third Noble Truth is the end of all suffering. Suffering will 

cease when a person can rid himself of all desires. The Fourth Noble Truth is the extinguishing of 

all desire by following the Eight-fold path. "The Eight-fold path is a system of therapy designed 

to develop habits which will release people from the restrictions caused by ignorance and 

craving."{3} 

 

Here are the eight steps in following the Eight-fold path. The first is the Right View. One must 

accept the Four Noble Truths. Step two is the Right Resolve. One must renounce all desires and 

any thoughts like lust, bitterness, and cruelty, and must harm no living creature. Step three is the 

Right Speech. One must speak only truth. There can be no lying, slander, or vain talk. Step four 

is the Right Behavior. One must abstain from sexual immorality, stealing, and all killing.  Step 

five is the Right Occupation. One must work in an occupation that benefits others and harms no 

one. Step six is the Right Effort. One must seek to eliminate any evil qualities within and prevent 

any new ones from arising. One should seek to attain good and moral qualities and develop those 

already possessed. Seek to grow in maturity and perfection until universal love is attained. Step 

seven is the Right Contemplation. One must be observant, contemplative, and free of desire and 

sorrow. The eighth is the Right Meditation. After freeing oneself of all desires and evil, a person 

must concentrate his efforts in meditation so that he can overcome any sensation of pleasure or 

pain and enter a state of transcending consciousness and attain a state of perfection. Buddhists 

believe that through self-effort one can attain the eternal state of nirvana. 

 

In Buddhism, one’s path to nirvana relies on the effort and discipline of the individual. By 

contrast, Jesus taught our goal is not a state of non-conscious being, but an eternal relationship 

with God. There is nothing one can do to earn a right relationship with God. Instead, we must 

receive His gift of grace, the sacrificial death of His Son, Jesus Christ and this restores our 

relationship with our creator. 

Karma, Samsara, and Nirvana 

Three important concepts in understanding Buddhism are karma, samsara, and nirvana.  

Karma refers to the law of cause and effect in a person's life, reaping what one has sown. 

Buddhists believe that every person must go through a process of birth and rebirth until he 

reaches the state of nirvana in which he breaks this cycle. According to the law of karma, "You 

are what you are and do what you do, as a result of what you were and did in a previous 

incarnation, which in turn was the inevitable outcome of what you were and did in still earlier 

incarnations."{4} For a Buddhist, what one will be in the next life depends on one's actions in 

this present life. Unlike Hindus, Buddha believed that a person can break the rebirth cycle no 

matter what class he is born into. 

 

The second key concept is the law of samsara or transmigration. This is one of the most 

perplexing and difficult concepts in Buddhism to understand. The law of Samsara holds that 

everything is in a birth and rebirth cycle. Buddha taught that people do not have individual souls. 

The existence of an individual self or ego is an illusion. There is no eternal substance of a person, 

which goes through the rebirth cycle. What is it then that goes through the cycle if not the 

individual soul? What goes through the rebirth cycle is only a set of feelings, impressions, 

present moments, and the karma that is passed on. "In other words, as one process leads to 

another, ... so one's human personality in one existence is the direct cause of the type of 

individuality which appears in the next."{5} The new individual in the next life will not be 

exactly the same person, but there will be several similarities. Just how close in identity they will 

be is not known. 
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The third key concept is nirvana. The term means "the blowing out" of existence. Nirvana is very 

different from the Christian concept of heaven. Nirvana is not a place like heaven, but rather an 

eternal state of being. It is the state in which the law of karma and the rebirth cycle come to an 

end. It is the end of suffering; a state where there are no desires and the individual consciousness 

comes to an end. Although to our Western minds this may sound like annihilation, Buddhists 

would object to such a notion. Gautama never gave an exact description of nirvana, but his 

closest reply was this. "There is disciples, a condition, where there is neither earth nor water, 

neither air nor light, neither limitless space, nor limitless time, neither any kind of being, neither 

ideation nor non-ideation, neither this world nor that world. There is neither arising nor passing-

away, nor dying, neither cause nor effect, neither change nor standstill."{6} 

 

In contrast to the idea of reincarnation, the Bible teaches in Hebrews 9:27 that "…man is destined 

to die once and after that to face judgment." A major diverging point between Buddhism and 

Christianity is that the Bible refutes the idea of reincarnation. The Bible also teaches that in the 

eternal state, we are fully conscious and glorified individuals whose relationship with God comes 

to its perfect maturity. 

Jesus and Gautama 

There is much I admire in the life and teachings of Gautama. Being raised in the Japanese 

Buddhist culture, I appreciate the ethical teachings, the arts, and architecture influenced by 

Buddhism. As I studied the life and teachings of Gautama and of Jesus, I discovered some 

dramatic differences. 

 

First, Buddha did not claim to be divine. Theravada remains true to his teaching that he was just a 

man. The idea that he was divine was developed in Mahayana Buddhism 700 years after his 

death. Furthermore, Northern Buddhism teaches that there have been other manifestations of the 

Buddha or bodhisattvas and some believe Jesus to be one as well. However, Jesus did not claim 

to be one of many manifestations of God; He claimed to be the one and only Son of God. This 

teaching was not the creation of his followers but a principle He taught from the beginning of His 

ministry. In fact, the salvation He preached was dependent on understanding His divine nature. 

 

Second, Buddha claimed to be a way shower. He showed the way to nirvana, but it was up to 

each follower to find his or her own path. Christ did not come to show the way; He claimed to be 

the way. While Buddhism teaches that salvation comes through Buddha’s teachings, Christ 

taught salvation is found in Him. When Jesus said, "I am the way the truth and the life" (John 

14:6), He was saying He alone is the one who can give eternal life, for He is the source of truth 

and life. Not only did He make the way possible, He promises to forever be with and empower all 

who follow Him to live the life that pleases God.   

 

Third, Buddha taught that the way to eliminate suffering and attain enlightenment was to 

eliminate all desire. Christ taught that one should not eliminate all desire but that one must have 

the right desire. He stated, "Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they 

shall be satisfied." Christ taught that we should desire to know Him above all other wants.   

 

Fourth, Buddha performed no miracles in his lifetime. Christ affirmed His claims to be divine 

through the miracles He performed. He demonstrated authority over every realm of creation: the 

spiritual realm, nature, sickness, and death. These miracles confirmed the claims that He was 

more than a good teacher, but God incarnate.   

 

Finally, Buddha is buried in a grave in Kusinara at the foot of the Himalaya Mountains. Christ, 

however, is alive. He alone conquered sin and the grave. His death paid the price for sin, and His 
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resurrection makes it possible for all people to enter into a personal and eternal relationship with 

God. 

 

After a comparative study, I came to realize Buddha was a great teacher who lived a noble life, 

but Christ is the unique revelation of God who is to be worshipped as our eternal Lord and 

Savior. 
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Judaism Today  
by Patrick Zuckeran 

 

Throughout the last several decades, the eyes of the world have frequently focused on the tiny 

nation of Israel. What is the significance of this nation and her religion?  

 

The focus of this article is the religion of the Jews. When studying Judaism, however, we must 

understand that there is a distinction between the Jewish people and the religion of Judaism. 

Many Jews do not embrace Judaism, but consider themselves to be secular, atheistic, or agnostic.  

The term Judaism is often used to identify the faith of modern Jews as well as Old Testament 

Jews. For our purposes, the term is used to refer to the religion of the rabbis established around 

200 B.C. and crystallized in A.D. 70. At this time, developments in rabbinic Judaism took place 

that distinguished it from the Old Testament faith. New institutions arose such as the synagogue 

(the house of worship and study), the office of rabbi (a leader holding religious authority), and 

the yeshivot (religious academies for training rabbis). One of the greatest changes came with the 

destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. Sacrifices and the priesthood came to an end, and the 

rabbis became the authorities on spiritual and legal matters.  

 

Since the eighteenth century, three main branches of Judaism developed: Orthodox, Reform, and 

Conservative. Orthodox Judaism upholds the divine inspiration of the Old Testament—giving 

greater authority to the first five books—and recognizes the Talmud as authoritative for 

interpreting the Jewish law. This branch continues to observe the traditional Jewish laws as 

practiced for centuries. An ultra orthodox sect within this branch is the Hasidic movement. This 

sect adheres strictly to the Law of Moses, and is a separatist group.  Reform Judaism is the liberal 

wing. It was founded by Abraham Geiger in Germany in the eighteenth century (1810-1874). 

Geiger was influenced by the Enlightenment, and so viewed reason and science as authoritative. 

He rejected belief in revelation, messianic hope, and the promise of land. This branch seeks to 

modernize what are considered outmoded ways of thinking. The primary focus of Reform 

Judaism is the ethical teachings of the Jewish Law.  Conservative Judaism is considered the 

intermediate position between Orthodox and Reform. It was founded in the nineteenth century in 

Germany by Zacharias Frankel (1801-1875). Conservatives seek to practice the Law and the 

traditions, but cautiously reinterpret the Law and adapt their practices to contemporary culture.  

 

The existence of these and numerous other sects means a wide variety of beliefs within Judaism. 

In addition, as a result of the Enlightenment and the Holocaust, secularization among the Jews is 

increasing rapidly. Because of the wide variety of beliefs within Judaism, it is difficult today to 

define what makes a person Jewish.  

Nonetheless, according to the Old Testament, Jews are the descendants of Abraham. It is these 

people to whom God has made special promises and who will have a prominent role in 

redeeming the world.  

Basic Beliefs of Judaism 

Do Christians and followers of Judaism worship the same God? What is Judaism’s understanding 

of Jesus? Let’s take a look at some basic Jewish beliefs as compared with Christian ones.  

Both religions believe in the Old Testament, the ethical teachings of the Law, and a hope in the 

coming of the Kingdom of God. However, they differ on some important fundamental doctrines.  

Judaism rejects the Christian doctrine of the Trinity and teaches a unified monotheism based on 

Deuteronomy 6:4.  

 

The main Scripture in Judaism is the Old Testament. Views of divine inspiration vary between 

the different branches. Orthodox and Conservative schools view the Pentateuch as the most 

inspired part, the Prophets and Writings less so. Another important book is the Talmud which 
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includes the Mishnah and Gemara. The Mishnah consists of legal rulings, and was compiled 

around A.D. 200. The Gemara elaborates on the discussions of the Mishnah, and was compiled 

around A.D. 550. Most Jews, especially Orthodox Jews, consider the Talmud useful for giving 

instruction for life but not divinely inspired.  

 

Judaism teaches that man is created in the image of God but without original sin. Study of the 

Torah can overcome our inclination to evil.  A proper relationship with God comes through 

repentance, prayer, and obedience to the Law. Jews do not feel they need “salvation” but assume 

a standing with God through their heritage. Conservative and Reform Jews view salvation as the 

betterment of self and society.  

 

The Orthodox school holds to a bodily resurrection at death. The Conservative school teaches the 

immortality of the soul. The Reform school generally has no teaching regarding life after death.  

Central to Jewish hope is the Messiah. Orthodox Jews anticipate a personal Messiah, while 

Reform and Conservative Jews view the messianic concept as the ideal of establishing justice by 

human effort. A key dividing point between Judaism and Christianity, of course, is their views of 

Jesus. Judaism recognizes Jesus as a moral teacher, but rejects His claims to deity as a creation of 

the early church. The New Testament teaches that without accepting Christ, even the sons and 

daughters of Abraham cannot inherit eternal life. 

 

From our brief survey, then, it is clear that Judaism and Christianity differ significantly on major 

doctrines. The two do not worship the same God. They also differ in salvation theology. Judaism 

is works-oriented and rejects the atoning work of Christ and His divine nature. Christianity 

proclaims faith in the sacrificial work of Jesus on the cross. The New Testament teaches that 

without accepting Christ, even the sons and daughters of Abraham cannot inherit the hope of 

eternal life.  

The Practices of Judaism 

Jewish festivals and holidays are an integral part of Judaism. They memorialize key events in the 

history of the Jewish people and honor their unique heritage. Here are some important Jewish 

festivals.  

 

The most significant is Passover, the first observance of which is recorded in Exodus 12. Jews 

continue to commemorate God’s deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt in the fourteenth 

century B.C. Passover is observed in March or April and lasts a week.  

Seven weeks after Passover comes Pentecost, which observes the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai.  

The festival of Tabernacles occurs in the fall. This festival commemorates the forty years of 

wandering in the desert when the Israelites lived in tabernacles or booths. The ceremony includes 

prayer for rain and the reading of the Torah.  

 

Rosh ha-Shanah is the celebration of the Jewish New Year. This joyful festival occurs in 

September or October and marks the beginning of a ten-day period known as the High Holy 

Days. Rosh ha-Shanah climaxes on the tenth day which is called Yom Kippur, the Day of 

Atonement. This is a solemn day when Jews fast, attend the synagogue, and recite prayers asking 

God for forgiveness of their sins.  

 

Hannukah is celebrated in November or December and lasts eight days. It honors the victory of 

the Maccabees over the Syrian armies of Antiochus Epiphanes and the rededication of the second 

Jerusalem Temple in 165 B.C. The lighting of the eight-branched menorah is the main feature of 

this celebration. When Israel was reestablished as a nation in 1948, the menorah became a 

national symbol.  
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Purim is a minor holiday celebrated in February or March and commemorates the deliverance of 

the Jews by God told in the story of Esther.  

 

Not only are the holidays important, but the celebration of events in the life cycle are as well. 

Circumcision on the eighth day for boys is one. Another is the Bar Mitzvah for boys and Bat 

Mitzvah for girls which celebrates the thirteenth birthday. Third is the Jewish wedding. Finally, 

there is the funeral service and mourning for seven days.  

 

These Jewish practices, especially those surrounding the holidays, not only play a key role in the 

life of the Jewish people, but are significant to the church as well. Major events in the life of 

Christ and the church in Acts occurred on these days. Christ died on the Passover, and the Holy 

Spirit was given at Pentecost. Also, the symbolisms and rituals enacted at these festivals 

foreshadow what was fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ.  

Witnessing to the Jews 

How do we share Christ with our Jewish neighbors? Before preaching the gospel, it would be 

wise to first build friendships with Jews and learn from them. Second, we should understand the 

Jewish perception of Christians and Christianity. For a Jewish person to become a Christian 

means to reject his or her heritage and distinctiveness; in other words, many equate it to 

becoming a gentile. This is difficult, for many harbor resentment for mistreatment by Christians 

and gentile nations.  

 

After building trust, encourage them to read their own Scriptures. Many grow up reciting 

passages of the Old Testament but not studying the Old Testament or the messianic prophecies.  

There are many messianic passages to which one could refer. One frequently used passage is 

Isaiah 53 which describes the suffering servant who takes on the sins of the people. Most Jews 

have been taught that this is the nation of Israel. However, the context and content of the passage 

make it clear it is not. A careful study soon reveals that Jesus Christ fits the description of this 

servant.  

 

Another passage is the prophecy of the seventy sevens in Daniel 9. When properly calculated, the 

prophecy predicts the Messiah to enter Jerusalem and be crucified in AD 33. Put this date 

together with Isaiah 53, and who else fits the description but Jesus? Here are two passages that 

can open the mind of a Jewish friend to begin investigating further the prophecies and the life of 

Jesus. As you continue to talk, encourage them to read the Gospel of Matthew which was written 

for the Jews.  

 

There are also many images in the Old Testament and in Jewish festivals that point to Jesus 

Christ. The Passover lamb is a good example. The lamb was sacrificed and its blood was painted 

on the doorframe to identify and protect the Israelites from the Angel of Death. In Numbers 9, the 

Passover lamb was to be without blemish, and none of its bones were to be broken when 

sacrificed (Numbers 9:12). This is a foreshadowing of Christ, the unblemished Lamb of God who 

lived a sinless life. His blood was shed and covers the believer delivering us from sin and death. 

John 19:33 records that the Romans were about to break the legs of the criminals, but finding 

Christ already dead, they did not break his bones. In every way, Christ meets the requirements for 

the perfect sacrifice.  

 

These passages and symbols reveal that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. Be sure to explain that not 

only must one acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but that one must put all one’s faith in His 

atoning work of sacrifice to be brought into a right relationship with God.  
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Promises for the Chosen 

Are the Jews God’s chosen people? What is their role in God’s plan for the world? To answer 

these questions, we must first look at the covenants God established with Israel which are the 

foundation of His redemption plan.  

 

The first is the Abrahamic Covenant found in Genesis 12. This pledge includes the promises that 

Abraham will be a father of a great nation; that his descendents will own the land of Canaan 

forever; that those who bless Israel will be blessed, and whoever curses it will be cursed; and that 

the world would be blessed through Israel. Israel was to be a light to the world. Through their 

special relationship with God, and as they lived in obedience to His law, the nations would take 

notice of this people and come to learn about their God. However, Israel was not able to live in 

obedience to God and did not fulfill this call.  

 

The second pledge is the Land Covenant in Deuteronomy 30. In this covenant, the promise of the 

land of Palestine is reaffirmed to Israel. Added to this is a warning that if the Israelites do not 

obey God’s law, they will be scattered from the land and regathered when they return to the Lord.  

The third covenant is the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7:11. This promise states that a 

descendant of David would establish an eternal rule of peace and righteousness. This forms the 

basis of Israel’s hope in a future messiah who will deliver Israel from the rule of the gentiles and 

bring the Abrahamic Covenant to completion.  

 

Finally, there is the New Covenant found in Jeremiah 31:31-34: “The time is coming,” declares 

the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel. . . . It will not be like the 

covenant I made with their forefathers . . . I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 

hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 

 

Israel was unable to obey God’s law because they depended on their strength to live the law. 

What was needed was a new heart and empowerment to live the law. This pledge provides this, 

and guarantees that there will be a time when Israel as a nation will turn to her Messiah.  

Several aspects of these covenants have been fulfilled. Abraham’s descendants have become a 

nation. Christ was a descendant of David and fulfilled the old law making it possible for all men 

to know God. However, other promises are yet to be fulfilled. Israel doesn’t yet possess the 

promised land in peace, and a Davidic Kingdom hasn’t been established in Jerusalem.  

Despite Israel’s failure and rejection of their Messiah, however, God is faithful, and He will 

fulfill His promises at the appointed time.  

 
© 2005 Probe Ministries 
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What is Islam? 
 by Rick Rood 

 
It's not every day that religion appears as a front page story in today's newspapers, particularly on 

a regular basis. But over the past 20 years one religion has made the front page perhaps more 

than any other . . . the religion of Islam. Islam claims up to one billion followers worldwide. It is 

not only the fastest growing religion in the world, but its influence touches virtually every area of 

life--not only the spiritual, but the political and economic as well. What is more, its influence is 

being felt closer and closer to home. There are now up to 5 million Muslims in the U.S., and over 

1,100 mosques or Islamic centers. 

 

What does Islam teach? How are the teachings of Islam similar to those of Christianity? How are 

they different? What should our attitude be toward Islam, and toward those who follow this 

powerful religion? These are some of the questions we want to address in this essay. 

The History of Islam 

First, we want to take a look back at the history of Islam. Islam was founded in the early seventh 

century by Muhammad. When he was 40 years of age, in A.D. 610, Muhammad claimed to be 

receiving messages from God. These messages were later compiled and recorded in the Koran--

Islam's holy book. 

 

About this same time, Muhammad began preaching against the greed, economic oppression, and 

idolatry that plagued the Arab peoples. He called on the many factions of the Arab peoples to 

unite under the worship of Allah, the chief god of the Arab pantheon of deities. Though his 

message was initially rejected, by the year 630 he had succeeded in gaining control of Mecca, the 

economic and religious center of the Arabian peninsula. 

 

Though Muhammad died two years later, the religious/political movement he founded rapidly 

spread throughout the Arab world, and far beyond. By A.D. 750, the Muslim empire spanned 

from Spain in the west to India in the east. In the centuries that followed, Islam penetrated deeper 

into Africa and Asia, extending as far as the Philippines. During its "golden era" Islam claimed 

some of the world's finest philosophers and mathematicians. It was during this time also that 

Islam and Christianity clashed as a result of the Crusades to reclaim the Holy Land from the 

Muslims. 

 

Beginning around 1500, and accelerating after the industrial revolution of the 1700-1800s, Islam 

felt the increasing influence of the European powers. Eventually, large portions of the Muslim 

world were colonized by European countries. This political and economic domination by Europe 

continued until the end of WWII, after which Muslim countries began to attain political 

independence. With the discovery and development of the vast oil reserves in many Muslim 

lands, economic independence suddenly came within reach also. At last, Islam had in its grasp 

both the opportunity and the resources to reassert itself as a powerful force in the world. After 

being on the defensive for many centuries, Islam was now on the offensive! 

The Current Status of Islam 

At this point we should discuss the current status of Islam. In doing so, it's important to realize 

that Islam is not a monolithic system. Though all Muslims draw their inspiration from 

Muhammad and the Koran, there are many identifiable groups and movements within Islam. 

The most obvious division is that between Sunni and Shia Islam. The Sunnis (who compose 

about 90% of all Muslims) draw their name from the fact that they look both to the Koran and to 

the "sunna" in establishing proper Muslim conduct. The "sunna" is the behavior or example of 
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Muhammad and of the early Muslim community. Of course, there are many sub-divisions among 

the Sunnis, but they all identify themselves as Sunni. 

 

The other major group of Muslims are the Shi'ites (who compose about 10% of all Muslims and 

reside mainly in Iraq and Iran). The word Shi'ite means "partisan," and refers to the fact that 

Shi'ites are "partisans of Ali." Ali was the son-in-law and cousin of Muhammad and one of the 

early Caliphs or successors to Muhammad as leader of the Muslim people. Shi'ites believe that 

the leader of Islam should be among the descendants of Ali, whom they believe possess a special 

divine anointing for this task. The last of these divinely appointed leaders, or "imams" most 

Shi'ites believe to be in "hiding" in another realm of existence. The Ayatollah Khomeini was 

believed to have been a spokesman for this "hidden imam." 

 

A third group that should be mentioned are the Sufis--those Muslims (among both Sunni and 

Shia) who seek a mystical experience of God, rather than a merely intellectual knowledge of 

Him, and who also are given to a number of superstitious practices. 

In addition to these divisions within Islam, mention must also be made of attitudes among 

Muslims toward their contact with the Western world in modern times. Though the situation is 

much more complex than we are capable of dealing with in this pamphlet, two broad trends have 

been evident within Islam. 

 

One trend is toward some degree of accommodation and adjustment to the West and to modern 

ways of life. This has manifested itself most obviously in countries like Turkey, which have 

instituted largely secular forms of government and Western ways of life, while maintaining 

Islamic religious practices. 

 

The opposite trend is toward a return to a more traditional approach to Islamic life and a rejection 

of Western and modern ways. The most extreme expression of this trend is manifest in the 

various forms of Islamic fundamentalism, which insist on the implementation of Muslim law 

(called the Sharia) in every area of life. Fundamentalists have been most successful in Saudi 

Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, and Sudan; but they are active in virtually every Muslim country, at times 

resorting to violence and terrorism in attempting to implement their agenda. 

 

In understanding this potent religious and political movement, it is important to understand the 

various divisions and attitudes within Islam and the basic beliefs at Islam's core. 

The Basic Beliefs of Islam 

Though the beliefs of Muslims worldwide are about as diverse as those among Christians, there 

are six basic articles of faith common to nearly all Muslims. 

 

The first of these is that there is no God but Allah. The pre- Islamic Arabs were polytheists. But 

Muhammad succeeded in leading them to devote themselves solely to the chief God of the 

pantheon whom they called Allah (which simply means God). To worship or attribute deity to 

any other being is considered shirk or blasphemy. The Koran mentions numerous names of Allah, 

and these names are found frequently on the lips of devout Muslims who believe them to have a 

nearly magical power. 

 

The second article of faith is belief in angels and jinn. Jinn are spirit beings capable of both good 

and evil actions and of possessing human beings. Above the jinn in rank are the angels of God. 

Two of them are believed to accompany every Muslim, one on the right to record his good deeds, 

and one on the left to record his evil deeds. 
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The third article is belief in God's holy books, 104 of which are referred to in the Koran. Chief 

among these are the Law given to Moses, the Psalms given to David, the Gospel (or Injil) given 

to Jesus, and the Koran given to Muhammad. Each of these is conceived to have communicated 

the same basic message of God's will to man. Obvious discrepancies between the Jewish and 

Christian Scriptures and the Koran (particularly with reference to Jesus and Muhammad) were 

accounted for by Muhammad in his suggestion that the Bible had been tampered with by Jews 

and Christians. 

 

The fourth article of faith is belief in God's prophets, through whom Allah appealed to man to 

follow His will as revealed in His holy books. There is no agreement as to how many prophets 

there have been--some say hundreds of thousands. Among them were Adam, Noah, Abraham, 

Moses, and Jesus. But all agree that Muhammad was God's final and supreme prophet--the "seal" 

of the prophets. Though Muhammad himself said that he was a sinner, nonetheless there are 

many Muslims throughout the world who appear to come close to worshiping him. 

The fifth article of faith is belief in the absolute predestinating will of Allah. Though some 

Muslims have modified this doctrine somewhat, the Koran seems to support the idea that all 

things (both good and evil) are the direct result of God's will. Those who conclude that Islam is a 

fatalistic religion have good reason for doing so. 

 

The sixth and final article of faith is belief in the resurrection and final judgment. At the end of 

history, God will judge the works of all men. Those whose good deeds outweigh their bad deeds 

will enter into paradise (pictured in rather sensual terms). The rest will be consigned to hell. The 

paramount feature of Islamic belief, aside from its strong monotheism, is that it is a religion of 

human works. One's position with regard to Allah is determined by his success in keeping His 

laws. 

The Basic Practices of Islam 

Now we want to focus on the most important of those works. These are summarized in what are 

usually called the "Five Pillars of Islam." 

 

The first pillar is recitation of the creed: "There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his 

prophet." It is commonly held that to recite this creed in the presence of two witnesses is to 

constitute oneself a Muslim--one in submission to God. Of course, the word Islam simply means 

"submission." 

 

The second pillar is the regular practice of prayers. Sunni Muslims are required to recite specific 

prayers accompanied by prescribed motions five times daily. (Shi'ites do so only three times a 

day.) All male Muslims are also enjoined to meet for community prayer (and sermon) each 

Friday at noon. 

 

The third pillar is almsgiving. Born an orphan himself, Muhammad was deeply concerned for the 

needy. The Koran requires that 2.5% of one's income be given to the poor or to the spread of 

Islam. 

 

The fourth pillar of Islam is the fast during the month of Ramadan (the ninth lunar month of the 

Muslim calendar, during which Muhammad is said to have received the first of his revelations 

from God, and during which he and his followers made their historic trek from Mecca to 

Medina). During this month, Muslims in good health are required to forego all food and liquid 

during daylight hours. This fast promotes the Muslim's self-discipline, dependence on Allah, and 

compassion for the needy. 
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The fifth pillar is the Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca. If possible, every Muslim is to make a 

pilgrimage to Mecca once during his life. It can be made properly only on a few days during the 

last month of the Muslim year. The Hajj promotes the ideas of worldwide unity and equality 

among Muslims. But it also contains many elements of prescribed activity that are of pagan 

origin. 

 

A sixth pillar, that of jihad, is often added. (The term means "exertion" or "struggle" in behalf of 

God.) Jihad is the means by which those who are outside the household of Islam are brought into 

its fold. Jihad may be by persuasion, or it may be by force or "holy war." The fact that any 

Muslim who dies in a holy war is assured his place in paradise provides strong incentive for 

participation! 

 

Muslims around the world look to these pillars for guidance in shaping their religious practice. 

But in addition to these pillars, there are numerous laws and traditions contained in the Hadith-- 

literature that was compiled after the completion of the Koran, that reportedly contains the 

example and statements of Muhammad on many topics. Because the laws of the Hadith and 

Koran cover virtually every area of life, Islam has well been referred to as an all-encompassing 

way of life, as well as a religion. 

A Christian Perspective on Islam 

At this point it is appropriate to offer a brief evaluation of Islam from a Christian perspective. 

At the outset, it must be stated that there is much in Islam that the Christian can affirm. Among 

the most significant Islamic doctrines that can be genuinely affirmed by the Christian are its 

belief in one God, its recognition of Jesus as the virgin born, sinless prophet and messiah of God, 

and its expectation of a future resurrection and judgment. 

There are, however, some very significant areas of difference. We will mention just a few. First, 

the Muslim perception of God is by no means the same as that revealed in the Bible. Islam 

portrays God as ultimately unknowable. In fact, in the Koran, Allah reveals His will, but He 

never reveals Himself. Neither is He ever portrayed as a Father to His people, as He is in the 

Bible. 

 

Second, though Jesus is presented as a miracle working prophet and messiah, and even without 

sin, Islam denies that He is the Son of God or Savior of the world. Indeed, it is denied that Jesus 

ever died at all, least of all for the sins of the world. 

 

Third, though mankind is depicted as weak and prone to error, Islam denies that man is a sinner 

by nature and in need of a Savior, as the Bible so clearly teaches. People are capable of 

submitting to God's laws and meriting his ultimate approval. According to Islam, man's spiritual 

need is not for a savior but for guidance. 

 

This leads to the fact that since in Islam, acceptance by God is something we must earn by our 

works, it cannot possibly provide the sense of security that can be found in the grace of God as 

taught in the Bible. 

 

Many of us will find opportunities to befriend Muslim neighbors, co-workers, or friends. As we 

do, we should be aware of some of the barriers that exist between Muslims and Christians, due to 

past and current animosities. 

 

The attitude of many Muslims toward Christianity and toward the West is colored by the history 

of conflict that has found expression in the Crusades of Medieval times, European domination 

and colonialism, as well as Western support for Zionism in most recent times. We must allow the 

love of God to overcome our own fear and defensiveness and to penetrate these barriers. 
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In the past several years many Muslims have been deeply impressed by the compassion shown by 

Westerners (and particularly the United States) toward Muslim countries that have endured 

severe hardship. This kind of compassion can be shown on an individual level as well. As we do, 

we can then invite our Muslim friends to join us in a study of the New Testament, which reveals 

the only source of acceptance before God in His love and grace, expressed through the sacrifice 

of His Son Jesus Christ and His gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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